Rutherford
Primary
School

KIA ORA E TE WHANAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE
Nau mai, haere mai ki wiki iwa| Welcome to week 9 of term 4.

Last week we had an incredible week of celebrations and these are set to
continue this week. | am grateful to the whanau, staff and tamariki who
have contributed so much to our end of year celebrations. We are aware
that it is a busy time of the year and everyone is tired. | encourage
everyone to be patient and to pay special attention to our school values of
manaakitanga (kindness) and whanaungatanga (relationships) over the
next two weeks.

Te Reo phrase of the week
Theme: Activity

Kei te aha koe inaianei?
What are you doing now?

indianei - now

An example of a response

Ko te ako - learning

Ko te mahi - working

Ko te takaro - playing

Ko te whakata - taking a break

| tera wiki - Last week

Pasifika Prizegiving

A huge thank you for all the help for Friday for Pasifika celebration.

We had about 90 people including our Pasifika group. All dressed up
beautifully. There was a lot of delicious food. The children received
beautiful certificates and lolly leis. Selesa, Jess and Ivana hand made them
with lots of love. Thank you for all the parents and staff for your support.

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD
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T’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK

| ténei wiki - This Week

10 December Student Leaders celebration

11 December Kapa Haka Poroporoaki 2-4pm
12 December Whanau picnic 4.30 - 6.30pm

12 December End of Term Assembly 1.15pm

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM

18 December Meet your 2025 kaiako/teacher for

tamariki
18 December Takaro Wai/Water Play
19 December Year 6 graduation 10.30am
20 December End of term 4 finish at 1.00pm
20 December Cle@R Learning Stories go home
3 February 2025 Start of Term 1 2025
6 February Waitangi Day (public holiday)

7 February Staff only day (school is closed)

Whanau Open Evening

13 February

Calling fabulous bakers for our bake stall at
our Whanau picnic! We would appreciate any
baking donations! Baking to be dropped off to the
office or the stall on the day.

Do you have a green thumb? Start chopping and
propping now! If you have cuttings or even have
plants that you no longer want, please donate to our
plant stall at the whanau picnic!

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

OVERALL TO DATE: 88% Ofthe 11% of
children absent
. o 4
LAST WEEK: 89 A’ 4.4% of those were
LATE TO SCHOOL: 1 8% absent due to illness.
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| téra wiki - Last week School Obby

Thank you to everyone who helped with the set up,
running and pack down of the Obby. Thank you for your
whanaungatanga! Special shout out to our incredible
Year 6 crew who were fabulous in their tuakana role
supporting the younger children. All children ran
fabulously on the day, here are the official results.
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD

Waka Ama Race Day

We had an incredible day on the water last Thursday. Unfortunately the
other school we were due to race ended up pulling out, but we still made
a great day of it, racing against each other. Matua Malcolm even joined in
with some of the races. We had the support boat out and our parents got
to go out on the boat and watch the racing up close. After we finished

racing, we did some flipping training, which meant that the tamariki got Year 1 Boys Year 3 Boys Year 5 Boys
to have a refreshing dip after a hot day of racing. After our paddling 1 Jaysten S 1 Kyrie 1 Dash
finished we enjoyed kai together, provided as part of the day. The 2 Isaac A 2 Caleb 2 Max
tamariki were treated to Subway, sushi and ice blocks. Each child also 3 Mason T 3 Rico 3 Senna
received a t-shirt to mark their inclusion in the program.

Year 1 Girls Year 3 Girls Year 5 Girls
We want to thank Waitakere Waka ama club and Whaea Cherin for 1 Hanni 1 Caeli 1ZoeA
providing this opportunity for us. We also want to thank our coaches 2 lvy 2 Georgia 2 Whitney
Bella, Tomai, Whiti and Ethan who have taught our tamariki so much in a 3 Jade 3 Liz 3 Jade S
short space of time.

Year 2 Boys Year 4 Boys Year 6 Boys

1 Charlie 1 Jack 1 Elliot

2 Marco 2 Benji C 2 Leo VTT

3 Bram 3 Evan 3 Sharn

Year 2 Girls Year 4 Girls Year 6 Girls

1 Parehuia 1 Kyla 1 Mila

2 Kalia Rae 2 Sophie 2= Anvi and

3 London 3 Abella Nina
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Santa Parade
Special thanks to our Christmas Parade organisers Catherine
Skudder, Arlene Clegg and Sharon Greig. Thanks to all our
whanau who came to join in the minion fun Also thanks to
Gina who organized the minions on the train too. We are so
lucky to have such a special event in Te Atatu Peninsula!
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BOUNCY CASTLE MUSIC BAKE STALL Savsage Sizzle
PLANT STALL Face painting DRINKS Donut Dudes

Hungarian Fry Bread EFTPOS CASH-OUT Community Art
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ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to
children’s progress and social connection with their friends.

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%.

Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’
guidelines.

SCHOOL ABSENCES

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please
choose one of the following options:

¢ Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal
e Phone 834 5467 and leave a message
. Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942

If the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be
marked as truant.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME
Please apply in writing to:
principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz.

Please also let your child’s teacher know.

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s
attendance for those days.

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence.

LATE TO SCHOOL

school office to sign in.

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has
gone, they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to
get in touch with parents.

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child signed
out before leaving the school grounds.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS

It's really important to get in touch with you in an
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep
our records up to date.

ORDER school
lunches ONLINE

X%
ezlunch.co.nz -

Sushi Ami  Mondays and Thursdays
Subway Wednesdays
Pita Pit Tuesdays and Fridays

Menu items vary in price.

Orders made online only. No cash sales.
Orders close at 9am

IMPORTANT NOTICES /I, a
F
7
Helmets %

Make sure your child wears a

helmet when riding their bike or scooter to school.
Bikes and scooters must be walked across
pedestrian crossings and in the school grounds.

Road safety

We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop
off in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for
our children.

Parking

Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot
after school with your child/ren.

The school carpark is for visitors and

contractors only.

staff,

Late to pick up your child/ren

Please phone the school office if you are stuck in
traffic or are going to be late. We can arrange for
your child to come to the library to wait for you.
Siblings of Rutherford College students get picked
up from the library.

Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles

Drop belongings into the office for your child and we
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time.
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the
swimming pool.




