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KIA ORA E TE WHANAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE
Nau mai, haere mai ki wiki waru| Welcome to week 8 of term 4.

The next few weeks at school are going to be very busy as we begin our
end of the year celebrations. Please keep a close eye on the school app and
notices over the next few weeks, so you don’t miss out on any of these
wonderful celebrations.

We raised $7,000 at Te Kahu o Te Réhia! This will go towards much
needed shade at our school.

Te Reo phrase of the week
Theme: Greetings

Ko wai to Ingoa
What’s your name?

Ingoa - name

An example of a response
Ko Hémi toku ingoa - My .name is Hemi.
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WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK
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I ténei wiki - This Week

2 December - Kotuku Rerengatahi poroporoaki 6pm
5 December - Waka Ama cluster 9am

6 December - School Obby 9am

6 December - Pasifika Prizegiving 6pm

7 December - Te Atatl Peninsula Santa Parade

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM

11 December Kapa Haka Poroporoaki

12 December Whanau picnic 4.30 - 6.30pm

12 December End of Term Assembly

18 December Meet your 2025 kaiako/teacher for

tamariki
18 December Takaro Wai/Water Play
19 December Year 6 graduation 10.30am

20 December End of term 4 finish at 1.00pm

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD

| tera wiki - Last week

Congratulations to our cross country runners. A superb result this
year! Special thanks to Kevin Bruffy for his tremendous support on
the course.

Year 5 girls THIRD PLACE
Top 10 finishers - Zoe Allpress
7th.

Year 5 boys SECOND PLACE
Top 10 finishers - Jack O’Neill
Fuller 2nd, Dash Putnam 4th,
Max Place 9th.

Year 6 boys SECOND PLACE
Top 10 finishers - Elliot Bruffy 2nd, Davin Paterson 7th, Leo Villares
Tatton Turner 8th.

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui
Be Strong, be brave, be determined

Noho ora mai
Amanda Bennett
Tumuaki/Principal

20 December Cle@R Learning Stories go home

3 February 2025 Start of Term 1 2025

Calling fabulous bakers for our bake stall at
our Whanau picnic! We would appreciate any
baking donations! Baking to be dropped off to the
office or the stall on the day.
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Do you have a green thumb? Start chopping and
propping now! If you have cuttings or even have
plants that you no longer want, please donate to our
plant stall at the whanau picnic!

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

OVERALL TO DATE: 88% Ofthe 11% of
children absent
. o 4
LAST WEEK: 89 A’ 4.4% of those were
LATE TO SCHOOL: 1 8% absent due to illness.
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD

| tera wiki - Last week

Rooms 21 and 22 were trucked out last week. It was quite a process, the
truck was amazing and our tamariki had lots of questions! The security

fencing will be in place until the end of next week while the land is
returned back to grass.
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Rutkerford Primary Pasifika Group
Prizegiving

You are invited to a night of feast and celebration of our
Pasifika group children

This momentous occasion is not to be missed.
Your presence will make this event even more special for
your child.
Bring a plate, bring the whole family, wear your best
island attire and get ready to dance island style.
RSVP either way for numbers please
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Rutherford Primary School Hall
RSVP: Head Tutor: Selesa 0211285365
Madhu Azam via the school
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OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY
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When children complete their Rutherford
Way bucket or Tally chart with 25 stickers or
ticks, they get a certificate and a reward for
showing the Rutherford values of
manaakitanga, whanaungatanga,
turangawaewae and ako.

Ka pai kids of the week:

Teoge, Marco, Esther, Senna, Natat
Classroom of the week - Room 12
Student Leaders, Thorn, Nina and Aria.
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Congratulations
100 club!
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SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING
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In The Beginning.

In the beginning there was only pitch black darkness thanks to the
massive hug of Ranginui the sky father and Papattanuku the earth
mother. After years of being squished by the darkness, their
children had had enough of it and started brainstorming plans to
end the darkness. After winning the Guinness world record award
for the first and longest argument ever, the brothers settled on a
plan. The plan was a great plan, a horrible plan, a horribly great
plan. The plan was to lay on their backs and push their legs upward
to push their parents apart. Brother after brother none of them
could do it, except one and his name was tanemahuta. He pushed
them apart, the brothers became gods and life was created.

Even after centuries of separation Ranginui and Papatdanuku are
still trying to connect with each other and one of the ways they
connect is through rain. Water is the essence of all life, it’s like the
blood of Papatlianuku who sustains all people, plants and wildlife.
Raindrops (aka The tears of Ranginui) fall to become oceans, rivers
and lakes. After some time the raindrop will eventually evaporate
and come back to Ranginui. Sometimes a raindrop can take a while
to evaporate, it can take days, weeks, months, years, decades,
maybe even centuries. But it will happen eventually! Once it has
evaporated it will repeat the process again and again and again and
again and again and again and again and again and, you get the
point by now.

From Hudson Casey - Ruru - Year 6

Rutherford Wha‘mauirii

are invited to join us on

4:30 - 6:30pm
\ L ¥ gl Performapces from
Kapa Haka
Panif ko
and

BOLLY.WOOD

BOUNCY CASTLE MUSIC BAKE STALL Savusage Sizzle
PLANT STALL Face painting DRINKS

Hungarian Fry Bread Food Truck EFTPOS CASH-OUT

Te Kahu o Te Réhia

On Saturday | performed at Te-Kahu-O-Te-Rehia. Te-Kahu-O-
Te-Rehia was held at Rutherford College. Rutherford Primary
was the school hosting Te-Kahu-O-Te-Rehia, which is a hard
thing to do. Matua Jeff said the last time Rutherford College
hosted something like this was 34 years ago.

Walking onto the stage
in front of over 500
people made me
nervous, but | was also
excited to perform. On
the stage | could see the
judges  smiling  and
enjoying  their time
watching us perform. |
really enjoyed
performing with my
kapa haka group
especially since its my
last time with them.

| also watched Te Atatu
Intermediate

performing and they
were amazing, so I'm
looking forward to hopefully being involved again next year.

By Aria Slade - Ruru - Year 6

9AM - 2PM
" TE ATATU PENINSULA

CHRISTMAS PARADE
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CHRISTMAS
MARKET
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FREE KIDS
RIDES
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FUN FOR
ALL

PARADE STARTS
11 AM
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ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to
children’s progress and social connection with their friends.

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%.

Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’
guidelines.

SCHOOL ABSENCES

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please
choose one of the following options:

¢ Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal
e Phone 834 5467 and leave a message
. Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942

If the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be
marked as truant.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME
Please apply in writing to:
principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz.

Please also let your child’s teacher know.

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s
attendance for those days.

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence.

LATE TO SCHOOL

school office to sign in.

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has
gone, they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to
get in touch with parents.

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child signed
out before leaving the school grounds.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS

It's really important to get in touch with you in an
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep
our records up to date.

ORDER school
lunches ONLINE

X%
ezlunch.co.nz -

Sushi Ami  Mondays and Thursdays
Subway Wednesdays
Pita Pit Tuesdays and Fridays

Menu items vary in price.

Orders made online only. No cash sales.
Orders close at 9am

IMPORTANT NOTICES /I, a
F
7
Helmets %

Make sure your child wears a

helmet when riding their bike or scooter to school.
Bikes and scooters must be walked across
pedestrian crossings and in the school grounds.

Road safety

We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop
off in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for
our children.

Parking

Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot
after school with your child/ren.

The school carpark is for visitors and

contractors only.

staff,

Late to pick up your child/ren

Please phone the school office if you are stuck in
traffic or are going to be late. We can arrange for
your child to come to the library to wait for you.
Siblings of Rutherford College students get picked
up from the library.

Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles

Drop belongings into the office for your child and we
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time.
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the
swimming pool.




