
 

KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE 
 

Nau mai, haere mai ki wiki rima| Welcome to week 7 of term 4.  
 

Last weekend our school hosted the Te Kahu o te Rēhia kapa 
haka competition. This is a massive all day event where 11 
primary and intermediate schools compete. We are grateful to 
Rutherford College for providing us with a venue to host such a 
large scale event. It has been 35 years since the college was the 
venue of a major Kapa Haka event. It was a pillar of our 
community Dame June Mariu, Aunty June who organised for 
Polyfest to be held at Rutherford High School. It is a privilege to 
honour her and bring kapa back to Te Atatū North/Peninsula and 
Rutherford. 
 

Hundreds of people from our wider Te Atatū, Kelston, and 
Henderson communities turned out across the day to support 
the tamariki as they performed. It was an excellent showcase of 
not only the huge talent of our tamariki, but of what can be 
achieved as a collective. One of our strategic goals is to grow our 
sense of community and I am proud to say that this was well and 
truly achieved on the weekend.  
 

Most importantly the day was all about the tamariki and about 
honouring Te Ao Māori. 
 

There are so many people to thank, not least of which our staff 
who gave up their weekend and time away from their own 
families to support this kaupapa. In any large scale event there 
are many moving parts and everybody played their part 
seamlessly.  
 

We need to acknowledge the tremendous mahi/work of the 
rangatahi/young people of Rutherford College Kapa Haka. They 
are an exceptional example of hardworking young people who 
all showed tremendous leadership. We can feel proud as a 
community that we have such exceptional young people in our 
community. 
 

Thank you to all our whānau who came and helped on the day. 
You were all outstanding and again everyone played an 
important part in the overall running of the event. Time and 
again we heard comments about our manaakitanga, thanks for 
helping us live our school value. 
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We need to acknowledge Kōtuku Kohanga Reo for opening their 
space for us for the kaiwhiriwhiri/judges. You were there early to 
open up for us, helped out during the day and were there at the 
end to pack up. Your kindness is truly appreciated.  
 
An acknowledgement to the kaiwhiriwhiri/judges who 
volunteered their time to support our tamariki to grow stronger 
in their haka. Every group receives written feedback on every 
item and this helps them to grow in their haka. 
 
Thanks also to our stage managers who set up the performance 
area, run the stage area all day and packed up at the end. Your 
precision was incredible and you made the day run so smoothly. 
 
A huge thanks to our MC Matua Timi Tairi who kept the program 
flowing and entertained the crowd.  
 
We acknowledge the tutors and helpers of all the groups. 
 
Thanks also to our sponsor 
 Tasti Products 
 MOTAT 
 Parakai Hot Springs 
 Stage hire services 
 Rutherford College 
 Te Poho o Hinekahukura 
 Mahi a toi 
 Kōtuku Kohanga Reo  

Te Reo phrase of the week 
Theme: Greetings 
 
 Kia ora, kei te pehea koe? 
 Hi, how are you? 
 
Respond with 
Kei te pai ahau - I’m good 
Kei te ora ahau - I’m well 
Kei te hiakai ahau - I’m hungry 
Kei te hiainu ahau - I’m thirsty 
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD 

I tērā wiki - Last week 
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Te Kahu o te Rēhia pōwhiri 
Last Friday our tamariki with their tuakana from Rutherford 
College did a fantastic job of welcoming representatives from 
each of the competing kura/schools to the venue. Following the 
official welcome, we were treated to a sausage sizzle cooked for 
us by our tuakana at the college. After kai, our tamariki had an 
opportunity to get a sense of the size of the stage they would be 
performing on the next day.  It was a special occasion which our 
tamariki will remember. 
 
Te Kahu o te Rehia kapa haka competition 
A fantastic day for so many reasons. We were the host school 
and our community came together and showed just how 
incredible the Rutherford community is. 
 
Our tamariki, both Kapa Haka and Pasifika were absolute stars of 
the stage. Many of our tamariki perform in both groups so it was 
a big day for them. While the tamariki were busy with 
performance, their whānau and our staff were busy running the 
event. We are incredibly proud of our tamariki. 

 
The official results were; 
 Whakaeke/Entrance - 1st Equal 
 Moteatea/Chant - 1st Equal 
 Poi - 2nd 
 Waiata-a-ringa/Action Song - 2nd 
 Haka - 2nd 
 Whakawātea/Exit - 1st 
 Waiata Tira/Choral - 1st 
 Kakāhu/Costume - 2nd 
 Kaitātaki Kōtiro/Girl leader - 1st equal 
 Titonga hou/Original composition - 2nd 

 

 Overall - 2nd Place 
 
Congratulations to Prospect Primary this year’s winners and 
Matipō who placed 3rd. 



 

OVERALL TO DATE: 
 

LAST WEEK: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

Of the 12% of  
children absent,  
4.9% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

88% 
88% 
2.1% 
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Calling fabulous bakers for our 
bake stall at our Whanau picnic!  

We would appreciate any baking 
donations! Baking to be dropped off to 

the office or the stall on the day. 

5 December  Kōtuku Rerengātahi poroporoaki 

6 December  Rutherford School Obby Cross Country 

7 December  Te Atatu Peninsula Christmas Parade 

11 December  Waka Ama cluster TBC 

12 December  Whānau picnic 

12 December  End of Term Assembly 

18 December  Children meet new teacher for 2025 

18 December  Takaro Wai/Water Play 

19 December  Year 6 graduation 10.30am 

20 December  End of term 4 finish at 1.00pm 

20 December  Cle@R Learning Stories go home 

3 February 2025 Start of Term 1 2025 

Other events may be added as the term progresses. Hubs  
will send notices for upcoming events through the Etap 
app. 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK 
 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

25 November Watercare Manu Iti (Rms 4 & 20) 

26 November Board of Trustees meeting 

26 November  Interschool Cross Country 

28 November Watercare Manu Iti (Rms 1 & 2) 

28 November Pick up Honey Fundraiser orders 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY 

When children complete their Rutherford Way bucket or Tally 
chart with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a certificate and a 
reward for showing the Rutherford values of manaakitanga, 
whanaungatanga, tūrangawaewae and ako. 

For the past six months Susan, Whitney, Siddh, Trisha and Liz have been 
working on an art project that symbolized our school values, Ako, 
Manaakitanga, Turangawaewae and Whanaungatanga. 
 
Our amazing helper Ms Azam originated the whole idea. She organized 
the rocks, paint, paint brushes to let us be creative and have fun! 
 
We painted the rocks in different colours and we drew different things 
like hearts, rainbows and more! Every rock is unique in its own way.  
 

You’ll see the artwork in the office foyer. 
 

By Whitney and Susan. 



LATE TO SCHOOL 

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS 

 

 ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD 

It’s really important to get in touch with you in an 
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your 
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep 
our records up to date. 

SCHOOL ABSENCES 

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME 

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please 
choose one of the following options: 

• Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal 

• Phone 834 5467 and leave a message 

• Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942 

If the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be 
marked as truant.  

Please apply in writing to: 

principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz. 

Please also let your child’s teacher know.  

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s 
attendance for those days.  

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence. 

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless 
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.   

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child signed 
out before leaving the school grounds. 

Students who arrive after 8.50am MUST report to the 
school office to sign in. 

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has 
gone, they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to 
get in touch with parents. 

 

Helmets 

Make sure your child wears a 
helmet when riding their bike or scooter to school. 
Bikes and scooters must be walked across 
pedestrian crossings and in the school grounds. 

Road safety  

We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop 
off in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for 
our children.  

Parking 

Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the 
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short 
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot 
after school with your child/ren. 

The school carpark is for staff, visitors and 
contractors only.  

Late to pick up your child/ren 

Please phone the school office if you are stuck in 
traffic or are going to be late. We can arrange for 
your child to come to the library to wait for you. 
Siblings of Rutherford College students get picked 
up from the library.  

Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles 

Drop belongings into the office for your child and we 
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time. 
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the 
swimming pool. 

Sushi Ami   Mondays and Thursdays 
Subway   Wednesdays 
Pita Pit   Tuesdays and Fridays 
 

Menu items vary in price.  
 

Orders made online only. No cash sales. 
Orders close at 9am 
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IMPORTANT NOTICES 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to 
children’s progress and social connection with their friends. 

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This 
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10 
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%. 

Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We 
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’ 
guidelines. 

ezlunch.co.nz 


