
 

KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE 
 
Nau mai, haere mai ki wiki rima| Welcome to week 6 of term 4.  
 
Last week we had many exciting things going on at school Over the next 
few weeks, there is a lot going on. It is often at this time of the year that 
our children start to get tired. It is really important that children have lots 
of rest including early bedtimes so they continue doing great learning while 
managing the extra demands of lots of things going on. 
 
We are starting to see a few friendship challenges which is really normal at 
this time of the year. If you are noticing that your child is finding friendships 
challenging, please reach out to your child’s teacher. 
 
This weekend we have our Te Kahu o te Rēhia kapa haka competition. Our 
children have been working really hard and we hope that we are able to 
have a great audience to come along and support them. Our kapa haka 
group performs at 12.00pm and our Pasifika group will be entertaining the 
crowd at 3.15pm. 

11 DECEMBER 2023 

18 November 2024 
18 Whiringa-ā-rangi 2024 

18 November Kuaka Harbourview hikoi (Rooms  
     13 and 14) 
 

18 November Young Ocean Explorers 
 

19 November Marangaranga hub Harbourview  
     Hikoi  
 

22 November Ukulele Festival 
 

22 November Honey Fundraiser Closes 
 

22 November Te Kahu o te Rēhia pōwhiri 
 

23 November Te Kahu o te Rehia kapa haka   
     competition 

OVERALL TO DATE: 
 

LAST WEEK: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

Of the 13% of  
children absent,  
7.6% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

88% 
87% 
1% 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK 
 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

26 November  Interschool Cross Country (Yr5&6) 

28 November  Pick up Honey Fundraiser Orders 

6 December  Rutherford School Obby Cross Country 

7 December  Te Atatu Peninsula Christmas Parade 

12 December  Whānau picnic 

18 December  Children meet new teacher for 2025 

19 December  Year 6 graduation 10.30am 

20 December  End of term 4 finish at 1.00pm 

20 December  Cle@R Learning Stories go home 

3 February 2025 Start of Term 1 2025 

Other events may be added as the term progresses. Hubs  
will send notices for upcoming events through the Etap 
app. 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Parker Gibson 

Te Reo phrase of the week 
Theme: Greetings 
 

 Tēnā Koe, e hoa 
 Hello Friend 
 
Tēnā koe - Hello (to one) 
Tēnā kōrua - Hello (to two) 
Tēnā koutou - Hello (to three or more) 

WHAT’S ON TOP?  He aha kei runga?  

All library books must be 
returned by the 2nd of December 

LIBRARY STOCKTAKE VOLUNTEERS 

If you can help Arlene with library stocktake this 
year please contact 

arlenec@rutherfordprimary.school.nz 

Calling fabulous bakers for our coffee 
stall at Te Kahu o te Rēhia  
Saturday 23rd November.  

Could baking please be dropped at Rutherford 
Primary School on Friday 22nd. 
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11 DECEMBER 2023 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD 

I tērā wiki - Last week 

Kuaka hub Harbourview hikoi (rooms 12 and 15)  We learnt about the 
stormwater ponds function in protecting our harbour, we explored the 
coastline and saw and interacted with the mangrove forest and the small 
creatures within it. Back in class we sorted and grouped the rubbish we 
picked up from the Hikoi. Finally we wrote different paragraphs about our 
walk, with a focus in descriptive language.   
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OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY 

When children complete their Rutherford 
Way bucket or Tally chart with 25 stickers or 
ticks, they get a certificate and a reward for 
showing the Rutherford values of 
manaakitanga, whanaungatanga, 
tūrangawaewae and ako. 

Room 7 tamariki 
made fairy 
bread with some 
Room 12 
tamariki. This 
was part of 
Room 7’s 50 
club 
achievement. 
The older 
children 
supported the 
younger children 
to create their 
beautiful fairy 
bread using sprinkles, chocolate buttons and gummy 
lollies. What a great experience for all!!! 

Blue Light Disco 
Thank you to the Blue lIght Trust, The New Zealand 
Police, Madhu, Catherine, Aaron, Rianna, Lee, Shaun 
and Michelle for the wonderful disco for our tamariki 
on Friday. Everyone had a great time. 

Looking for something new to read? 
If yes, then head to Te Manawa library (by Northwest mall) 
where some of the best books are being withdrawn from 
the libraries.  

If any of your favorite books are there, it is yours to keep 
from the free section. 

Unsure where it is, ask one of the friendly librarians at the 
front desk.  

Lots of titles and languages available, something for 
everyone. 

By Mireya Andrews-Mabille  (Pekapeka) 

 

Mireya is a bookworm and budding librarian who is eager 
to share her love of books with others. She recently 
donated one of her great finds to our school library. Thank 
you so much Mireya. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING 

How can you help at home 
As an extension to last week’s Ruma Moa story, we are 
thrilled to share a little more about the learning our 
tamariki did; 
In order to help our tamariki better understand the new 
words they were learning in their weekly big book, the 
kaiako planned a range of hands-on activities for the 
tamariki to explore the words in action. The words 
tamariki explored were ‘trickle’, 'reply', 'barely' and 
'barge' The activities included using a water dropper to 
trickle water. We made paper cell phones and chose 
emojis we would reply to our friends with. We made 
binoculars to demonstrate barely being able to see in 
the distance.  Finally, we made our own origami barges 
by following the instructions. We all had so much fun 
doing these activities! 
 
These types of activities are things that you can also do 
at home. Bringing words to life/putting them into 
context for our children is an important part of oral 
language development. This is an incredibly valuable 
home learning type activity. If you ever want ideas of 
activities you can do at home to support language 
development, reach out to your child’s teacher and they 
can give some ideas.  

Last day for ordering school 
lunches is 18th December 

First day for ordering school 
lunches in 2025 is 3rd 

February 



LATE TO SCHOOL 

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS 

 

 ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD 

It’s really important to get in touch with you in an 
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your 
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep 
our records up to date. 

SCHOOL ABSENCES 

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME 

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please 
choose one of the following options: 

• Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal 

• Phone 834 5467 and leave a message 

• Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942 

If the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be 
marked as truant.  

Please apply in writing to: 

principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz. 

Please also let your child’s teacher know.  

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s 
attendance for those days.  

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence. 

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless 
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.   

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child signed 
out before leaving the school grounds. 

Students who arrive after 8.50am MUST report to the 
school office to sign in. 

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has 
gone, they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to 
get in touch with parents. 

 

Helmets 

Make sure your child wears a 
helmet when riding their bike or scooter to school. 
Bikes and scooters must be walked across 
pedestrian crossings and in the school grounds. 

Road safety  

We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop 
off in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for 
our children.  

Parking 

Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the 
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short 
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot 
after school with your child/ren. 

The school carpark is for staff, visitors and 
contractors only.  

Late to pick up your child/ren 

Please phone the school office if you are stuck in 
traffic or are going to be late. We can arrange for 
your child to come to the library to wait for you. 
Siblings of Rutherford College students get picked 
up from the library.  

Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles 

Drop belongings into the office for your child and we 
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time. 
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the 
swimming pool. 

Sushi Ami   Mondays and Thursdays 
Subway   Wednesdays 
Pita Pit   Tuesdays and Fridays 
 

Menu items vary in price.  
 

Orders made online only. No cash sales. 
Orders close at 9am 

18 November 2024 
18 Whiringa-ā-rangi 2024 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to 
children’s progress and social connection with their friends. 

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This 
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10 
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%. 

Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We 
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’ 
guidelines. 

ezlunch.co.nz 


