
 FAKAMĀLO ATU KIA TE KOUTOU UMA | GREETINGS EVERYONE 
 
Nau mai, haere mai ki wiki toru| Welcome to week 3 of term 4.  
 
This week is Tokelauan language week. We have several families with 
connections to Tokelau. Below are some simple phrases we can use. There 
are more resources available at the Ministry for Pacific peoples website; 
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/programmes/pacific-language-weeks/tokelau-
language-week/ 

11 DECEMBER 2023 

29 October 2024 
29 Whiringa-ā-nuku 2024 

29 October   Yr 5/6 puberty talks 

30 October   Pasifika assembly—1.30pm all welcome 

31 October   New to Rutherford Pōwhiri 

1 November  Kōtuku Rerengātahi trip to St Margarets 

1 November  Gumboot Day 

2 November  Kapa Haka competition group wananga 

OVERALL TO DATE: 
 

LAST WEEK: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

Of the 10% of  
children absent,  
4.8% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

88% 
90% 
1.8% 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK 
 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

5-6 November  Individual and Class Photos 

15 November  Blue Light Disco 

22 November  Ukulele Festival 

23 November  Te Kahu o te Rehia kapa haka competition 

22 November  Honey Fundraiser Closes 

28 November  Pick up Honey Fundraiser Orders 

12 December  Whānau picnic 

18 December  Children meet new teacher for 2025 

19 December  Year 6 graduation 

20 December  End of term 4 

20 December  Cle@R Learning Stories go home 

3 February 2025  Start of Term 1 2025 

Other events may be added as the term progresses. Hubs  
will send notices for upcoming events through the Etap app. 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

All children need to come 
to school with a named hat 
and sunblock applied in the 

morning during term 4. 

GUMBOOT 
FRIDAY 

 

Wear your gumboots this Friday and 
bring a gold coin donation. Support free 

counselling for kids. All proceeds go 
towards I Am Hope Foundation. 

Last Friday we had a fantastic staff only day. We spent time upskilling on 
the refreshed curriculum in Literacy, we learnt some great physical 
education activities with links to Mathematics learning and we worked 
with kaiako from Edmonton primary and facilitators from Auckland 
University developing our understanding of inclusive Mathematics 
practices. 
 
Thank you to our whānau for supporting us with the opportunity to 
engage in professional learning all together.  

https://www.mpp.govt.nz/programmes/pacific-language-weeks/tokelau-language-week/
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/programmes/pacific-language-weeks/tokelau-language-week/
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Te Reo phrase of the week 
Theme: Travel - Simple phrases we can use at school or home or work 
 

 Mā hea koe haere ai ki te kura? 
 How do you get to school? 
 

This could be substituted for … 
 

 Mā hea koe haere ai ki te mahi? 
 How do you get to work? 
 

Respond with; 
 Mā runga pahi - By bus 
 Mā runga waka - By car 
 Mā raro - By foot 

WHAT’S ON TOP?  He aha kei runga?  

Hats 
Please make sure your child has a hat at school every day. The school has 
a sun protection policy which requires children to wear hats when 
outdoors in terms 1 and 4. This is when the UV index is generally higher. 
Children without hats will be required to play in shaded areas. 
 
School Communication / School App 
During this term, there are a number of important events and things 
happening at school. The school app is our primary communication tool. 
This includes permission slips for trips, school notices and teacher 
messages. The app is where you will receive information about events, 
updates to any changes to events and messages from school. It is 
important that you check the app daily for new information. If you know 
of whānau who maybe haven’t read this newsletter or are not checking 
the app, please pass this message on to them so we can make sure all our 
community is informed. 

Next year we understand there will be two further allocated professional 
learning days to support the implementation of the refreshed curriculum. 
Once we have confirmation of these dates we will inform you. 
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OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY 

When children complete their Rutherford Way bucket 
or Tally chart with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a 
certificate and a reward for showing the Rutherford 
values of manaakitanga, whanaungatanga, 
tūrangawaewae and ako. 

Congratulations to the following children  

this week who show us The Rutherford Way. 

• Hudson, Victor, Mia, Denzel & Amieylah 

• Winning classroom room 6 

• Student Leaders Natat and Thorn 

At Rutherford we show Tūrangawaewae 
 

• Teachers explain the importance of powhiri at our 
kura. 

 

• We are proud of our culture and heritage. 
 

• If we are part of Kapa haka and/or Pasifika, we give 
our best. 

 

• We listen quietly when someone is presenting their 
pepeha, or performing in Kapa haka and or Pasifika. 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD 

I tērā wiki - Last week 

Te Pā o te Kōtuku whānau information hui 
Thank you to everyone who came to the information hui last week. A 
reminder that applications for placement in this pilot class need to be 
received by Friday 1 November. Application forms can be obtained from 
Michelle in the office. 
 
Nest consulting parent information evening (puberty talks) 
Thank you to the whānau that came to the information evening on 
Thursday. Thanks also to our senior team for being there. Children will 
have their puberty talk session today Tuesday 29 October. Children may 
want to talk about what they hear with you at home. Further information 
can be found on the Nest Consulting website; 
https://www.nestconsulting.nz/ 

https://www.nestconsulting.nz/
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SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING 

We often get asked what you can do at home to help your children with 
their learning. One of the most important things you can do is to develop 
their oral language. This relates to children at any level of the school. Set 
aside some time each day that is device free to have a conversation about 
what your children are learning at school. Each week teachers post a blog 
about the learning for the week. This is a great conversation starting 
point. Ask your children to explain something they learnt in one of the 
topics. 
 
Another great activity is to play a game, it could be a simple board game 
or a game like I spy, playing games outside that involve coordination such 
as catching a ball, help children with brain development. 
 
Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui 
Be Strong, be brave, be determined 
 
Noho ora mai 
Amanda Bennett 
Tumuaki/Principal 
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Water Harvesting System  

We are using the run off from the hall which will be fantastic for summer 
watering (pending some rain to fill up the tanks!!) 

A huge thank you to: 

Thomson's Foods based in Henderson (Producers of organic and natural 
foods) for donating the 6 water tanks 

Laurie for going above and beyond with designing and installing the tanks 

Tuvalu, Ingrid and Glen for picking up the tanks and delivering to school 

Aaron and Riana for all your help and putting up the bark around the tanks 

All the tamariki who helped to clear and flatten the site 

Also a huge thank you to everyone who was able to help water our gar-
dens over the holidays. Edith, Alex, Dylan, Eden, Mireya, Malachi and their 
whānau for doing this.  

Our garden is FLOURISHING! Please help yourselves to some herbs when 
you come into school next! 

We have an awesome community and could not do what we do without 
your incredible support.  

Ngā mihi kau ana!!! - Shaz 

Saturday 2nd November  
9am-12pm  

Free Sausage Sizzle for volunteers 

Jobs to be done are: 

• Picking up mulch from Western Springs College 
anddelivering to school (we would love several loads if 
possible). If you have a trailer or a towbar and are able to 
help with this please let me know (I have one trailer 
available if someone has a towbar). 2 loads each with 2 
trailers would be ideal to carry us over summer. 

• Fix bark fencing which is starting to come down 

• Dig out drain 

• Installing tree surrounds around fruit trees  barriers 
to stop kikuyu grass and keep mulch in) 

• Clean up harakeke/flax plants. 

Please let me know if you are available to come. We will 
provide a sausage sizzle so let me know if you are 
vegetarian so we can ensure we have enough vege 
sausages. If anyone would like to just do the BBQ, let me 
know. 

Thanks so much for your ongoing support.  

Ngā mihi nui 

Shaz - shazh@rutherfordprimary.school.nz 

Ngahere 

https://thomsonsfoods.co.nz/
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CLICK HERE TO ORDER YOUR HONEY TODAY! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeV-RGaFC-4-biOHSnRgb1IFYdryBKxpTzRNwIYZIKODIEoNA/viewform

