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KIA ORA E TE WHANAU | GREETINGS FAMILIES
Nau mai, haere mai ki wiki rua| Welcome to week 2 of term 4.

We had an outstanding start to the term last week with trips, exciting
learning and the official opening of our new classroom block. This week is
all about connecting with whanau and of course more great learning. We
have the information hui for our new pilot Te Pa o te Kotuku classes, the
Nest Consulting whanau information evening and our new to Rutherford
powhiri.

Our week will conclude with the Ministry of Education required staff only
day. On this day we will be doing professional learning in both Literacy and
Numeracy. A reminder that school will be closed for the day and you need
to have other arrangements for your children.

Te Reo phrase of the week
Theme: Whanaungatanga - Learning about each other

He aha t0 tino kai?
What's your favourite food?

Respond with;

He miti - Meat

He huamata - Salad

He parapa parehe - Pizza
Or another food

WHAT’S ON TOP? He aha kei runga?

Dogs at School

A reminder that dogs are not allowed in the school grounds. We have a
number of children who are very scared of dogs and even though you
know your dog is perfectly fine, and your dog is on a leash, our children
still feel afraid, and this is not fair on them that they feel unsafe in their
learning space. Please don’t be offended if we ask you to wait at the gate
with your dog on a leash.

From time to time we will bring a program into the school where we
teach children how to be safe around dogs, this is the only exception.
Thanks for your support.

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL

Tui Rangi, Murphy Shi, Denzel Williams,
Bernice and Colin Wong, Zhavia O’neill, Bella-Jade
Walker, Ezekius Freeman, Asher Toia,
Amieylah Tanner and Hasandu Waldeniye Gedara
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WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK

| ténei wiki - This Week

22 October Board of Trustees meeting

23 October Te Pa o te Kotuku whanau information hui
6-7pm

24 October Nest Consulting Parent Information
Evening (puberty talks)

24 October National Earthquake ShakeOut

24 October New to Rutherford powhiri

25 October Staff only day (school closed to students)

28 October Labour Day (school closed)

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM

29 October Yr 5/6 puberty talks
1 November KOtuku Rerengatahi trip to St Margarets
1 November Gumboot Day

5-6 November Individual and Class Photos

15 November Blue Light Disco
22 November Ukulele Festival
23 November Te Kahu o te Rehia kapa haka competition
12 December Whanau picnic
18 December Children meet new teacher for 2025
19 December Year 6 graduation
20 December End of term 4
20 December Cle@R Learning Stories go home

3 February 2025 Start of Term 1 2025

Other events may be added as the term progresses. Hubs
will send notices for upcoming events through the parent
portal.

All children need to come
to school with a named hat
and sunblock applied in the

morning during term 4.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

OVERALL TO DATE: 88% Ofthe 11% of
children absent
. o 4
LAST WEEK: 89 A’ 4.9% of those were
LATE TO SCHOOL: 1 9% absent due to illness.
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD

| tera wiki - Last week

Junior School Maritime Museum trip
News from Manu Iti

curiosity about the science and technology behind boats.

Thank you!
Whaea Nat, Whaea Teana, Whaea Jace and Whaea Jules
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To kick off our learning this term, we visited the Maritime Museum for an
exciting floating and sinking classroom experience. Akonga constructed
and tested foil boats while exploring the concepts of floating and sinking.
Following that, we set sail on the Ted Ashby, passing under the Harbour
Bridge on the Waitemata. Our students even had the chance to assist the
crew in raising the sails and steering the boat. Our experience was
absolutely magical! It was a fantastic way to start the term and spark

A big thank you to the parents who accompanied us, and a special
acknowledgment to the Maritime Museum for generously funding our
buses. We were truly fortunate to have this wonderful opportunity.
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OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY

Congratulations to the following children

this week who show us The Rutherford Way.
e Brody, Stevie-Ray, Johnny, Kolio & Liam
e Winning classroom room 13

Student Leaders Nina and Mila.

When children complete their Rutherford Way bucket
or Tally chart with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a
certificate and a reward for showing the Rutherford
values of manaakitanga, whanaungatanga,
turangawaewae and ako.
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At Rutherford we show Manakitanga

e We keep our classroom and gardens tidy.

o We hang our bags on the hooks neatly.

e We look at our plants and trees and only touch when
gardening.

o We pick up rubbish when we see it.

8.30am

Rutherford Primary School Hall
Yummy weetbix
and milk

Have a great start to the day!

All welcome
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD

| tera wiki - Last week

New building grand opening

Last Friday we came together as a school to welcome guests who
had come to officially open our new classroom block. Students
from Rutherford College joined our own very excellent kapa haka
group to welcome the guests and support the proceedings. We
were joined by representatives from the entire project team
including architects, project managers, builders, representatives
from the Ministry of Education, along with our Arohanui classes,
local principals and members of the local community board and
our own whanau. It was a tremendous turnout.

We welcomed the guests to the court with a haka powhiri.
Following the karakia, Matua Jeff shared with us the name given
to our classroom block and the names of each of the learning
spaces within the block.

The name of the block is Tikitiki o Rangi

Tikitiki represents head adornment and the knowledge that
tamariki will develop, o Rangi of the sky, the place where we find
manu/birds and also the representative of the place our
tamariki/children will soar to.

The down stairs learning spaces are named huia and moa to
represent those who have gone before and shaped who we are
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now. The breakout spaces in these areas are named for the
ground dwelling manu/birds of kakapo, pukeko, and kiwi.

The upstairs learning spaces are named the manu/birds who fly
at night. These spaces are Ruru and Pekapeka. The breakout
spaces in these areas are named after the fantail family of birds
with their variety of names; piwakawaka, tiwakawaka, tirairaka.
These represent playfulness and preparing to fly off and explore
the world.

All these names represent the connection to the Kotuku bird, our
school symbol and our connection to our location near the
Waitakere Ranges.

Following the dedication our building was officially opened with a
ribbon cutting by one of our youngest learners Eden Boisjoli and
one of our eldest, Joshua Luan.

At the conclusion of the ribbon cutting we were treated to waiata
by our kapa haka and speeches from those involved in the
project. Following this we had an opportunity to look around the
space and shared in morning tea.

Thank you to everyone who came along.
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SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING
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This week our school is hosting the 2nd Better Start Literacy
professional learning day. During this day we host teachers from
local schools to learn about the latest practices in structured
literacy from expert facilitators. At the conclusion of the day we
have a staff learning session for all of our staff on structured
literacy approaches.

On Friday, we look forward to Maths professional learning
delivered by facilitators from Auckland University. We will be
welcoming teachers from Edmonton Primary to learn alongside
us.

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui
Be Strong, be brave, be determined

Noho ora mai
Amanda Bennett
Tumuaki/Principal
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Ignite your child's creativity this school term
with our in-school music lessons!

In collaboration with Auckland’s leading music education pro-
vider, the Music Education Centre, we have professional music
lessons right at our school. Each lesson is designed to inspire
and nurture your child’s unique musical interests while making
learning both fun and rewarding.

With lessons held conveniently at school, it's an ideal option for
busy families.

Limited spots are available for Term 4, so don't wait! For more
information on instruments and availability, contact the Music
Education Centre at 0800 89 39 39.

o1
October

Exciting
News
$15 Lessons

Spike is launching $15 swimming
lessons for school age swimmers at
Swimsation Te Atatu starting 1st
November,

Reserve your spot today.

These lessons will be a little different
from our standard lessons. They are
aimed to help family budgets & ensure
that more families have access to learn
to swim.

For more information visit our website
www.swimsation.com
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ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to
children’s progress and social connection with their friends.

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%.

Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’
guidelines.

SCHOOL ABSENCES

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please
choose one of the following options:

¢ Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal
¢ Phone 834 5467 and leave a message
. Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942

If the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be
marked as truant.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME
Please apply in writing to:
principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz.

Please also let your child’s teacher know.

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s
attendance for those days.

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence.

LATE TO SCHOOL

school office to sign in.

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has
gone, they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to
get in touch with parents.

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child signed
out before leaving the school grounds.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS

It's really important to get in touch with you in an
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep
our records up to date.

ORDER school
lunches ONLINE

X%
ezlunch.co.nz -

Sushi Ami  Mondays and Thursdays
Subway Wednesdays
Pita Pit Tuesdays and Fridays

Menu items vary in price.

Orders made online only. No cash sales.

IMPORTANT NOTICES /I, a
K
Helmets w&

Make sure your child wears a

helmet when riding their bike or scooter to school.
Bikes and scooters must be walked across
pedestrian crossings and in the school grounds.

Road safety

We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop
off in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for
our children.

Parking

Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot
after school with your child/ren.

The school carpark is for visitors and

contractors only.

staff,

Late to pick up your child/ren

Please phone the school office if you are stuck in
traffic or are going to be late. We can arrange for
your child to come to the library to wait for you.
Siblings of Rutherford College students get picked
up from the library.

Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles

Drop belongings into the office for your child and we
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time.
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the
swimming pool.




