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WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK

Nau mai, haere ki wiki kotahi. Welcome to week 1 of term 4, 2025.

This term will be a busy term. There are a lot of exciting things planned for
our tamariki.

A reminder that all children need to have hats at school in term 4 and
need to wear hats whenever outside during this term. This includes during
PE lessons and during break times.

Communication

We are looking to increase our communication with you this term. We will
send a weekly update to inform you of things happening during that week
through notices on the school app. We will also send a daily notice
outlining what break time activities that are available and any meetings so
you can remind your children. Please note that sometimes meetings will
come up after the notice has gone out.

Annual Consultation

Thank you to everyone who completed the annual survey. We received 47
responses. We will be sharing these responses with the Board of Trustees
at the October meeting. After this meeting, we will share a summary of
the information gathered with our school community. We will be analysing
the information you have provided alongside the student voice we will
gather to set our strategic goals.

DRUM LESSONS @ RUTHERFORD
If you are interested in drum lessons
for your child, please email Max
max.maurice.crook@gmail.com

There are spots available for 2026,
there is a flyer in the office if you
would like to know more.

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL

Amaia Ruha, Bitaniya Zeray and Aila-Mei Nahona Hina

ATTENDANCE

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to children’s
progress and social connection with their friends. Our aim is to have all chil-
dren at school at least 90% of the time. This means that children will have no
more than 5 days off school each 10 week term.

SCHOOLWIDE LAST WEEK 89% Of the 11% of children
OF TERM 3 ATTENDANCE: absent, 4.9% of those were
LATE TO SCHOOL: 2.2% absent due to illness.

7 October Year 5 Cycle skills

7 October Incoming board induction

8 October Kapa Haka Dress Rehearsal

9 October Powhiri

11 October  Tuhono Festival Westlake boys (Kapa
Haka)

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS TERM

12-17 October Te Pa o te Kotuku noho marae

16 October  Great NZ Shakeout Earthquake Drill

21-22 October Waitakere Softball program

24 October  Road Patrol Training

24 October to 21 November - Swimming Year 4-6s
Swimsation (Friday’s)

27 October  Labour Day

28 October  Positive Puberty (Year 5 & 65s)

28 October  Board Meeting

30 October  Kuaka Hub Trip

30 October  Wrestling (Seniors)

3 November Whanau Hui Te Pa o te Kotuku

4 November Cluster Cricket (Seniors)

4 November Kapa Haka Dress Rehearsal

6 November Te Atatu Intermediate visit for Year 6s

7 November Kapa Haka trip to Te Kahu o te Réhia
Powhiri

8 November Te Kahu o te Réhia at Rangeview Int.

18 November Cluster Cross Country

25 November Board Meeting

28 November Cultural Awards Evening

29 November Waka Ama Race Day

3 December  Year 6 EOTC Day

4 December Whanau Picnic

11 December End of Term Assembly

12 December Year 6 Graduation

12 December End of year reports go home
15 December Students meet 2026 Teacher
16 December Water Mania (Water Play Day)
17 December Last Day of school (1.30pm Finish)

Other events may be added as the term progresses. Hubs
will send notices for upcoming events through the parent
portal.

2026 DATES

Monday 2 February School Starts
Friday 6 February Waitangi Day
Wednesday 1 April  Last Day of Term 1

Thursday 2 April Staff Only Day
Friday 3 April Good Friday
Monday 20 April Staff Only Day
Tuesday 21 April First Day of Term 2

Other Dates will be advised once planning is finalised
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ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to
children’s progress and social connection with their friends.

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%.

Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’
guidelines.

SCHOOL ABSENCES

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please
choose one of the following options:

* Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal

* Phone 834 5467 and leave a message

o Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942

if the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be
marked as truant.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

Please apply in writing to:
principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz.

Please also let your child’s teacher know.

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s
attendance for those days.

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence.

LATE TO SCHOOL

school office to sign in.

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has gone,
they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to get in touch
with parents.

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child
signed out before leaving the school grounds.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS

I's really important to get in touch with you in an
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep our
records up to date.

ORDER school “.
lunches ONLINE
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Sushi Ami Mondays and Thursdays
Subway Wednesdays
Pita Pit Tuesdays and Fridays

Menu items vary in price.

Orders made online only. No cash sales.
Orders close at 9am

IMPORTANT NOTICES VedL
4,
Helmets u&

Make sure your child wears a helmet

when riding their bike or scooter to school. Bikes and
scooters must be walked across pedestrian crossings
and in the school grounds.

Road safety

We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop off
in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for our
children.

Parking

Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot after
school with your child/ren.

The school carpark is for staff, visitors and contractors
only.

Late to pick up your child/ren

Please phone the school office if you are stuck in traffic
or are going to be late. We can arrange for your child
to come to the library to wait for you. Siblings of
Rutherford College students get picked up from the
library.

Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles

Drop belongings into the office for your child and we
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time.
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the
swimming pool.




