
 KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU/GREETINGS FAMILIES 
 
Nau mai, haere mai ki wiki ono. Welcome to week 9 of term 3.  
 
This week is Te wiki o te reo Māori. At Rutherford Primary we are 
proud of our commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi and to the 
revitalisation of Te Reo Māori through everyday use in our kura/
school. Although we like to have Te Reo Māori visible in our school 
everyday, this week is a good week to learn something new. 
 
You can find some great resources at this site; 
https://www.reomaori.co.nz/te-wiki-o-te-reo-maori-2024 

I want to acknowledge Whaea Tiana and some our year 5 & 6 leaders 
who have organised a good range of lunchtime activities to celebrate 
Te Wiki o te reo Māori.  

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the annual survey. 
We’d like to get a few more responses though. If you haven’t yet 
completed the survey, please consider sharing your perspective. If 
you’d like a paper copy, let us know by emailing 
office@rutherfordprimary.school.nz. If you’d rather just be part of a 
focus group and share your thoughts face to face, let us know on the 
same email address. 

It was my privilege on Saturday to work with an incredible team to 
prepare our kapa haka tamariki for their dress rehearsal. There is a 
real sense of community in this group. The tamariki have a korowai of 
support wrapped around them from their tuakana from the college 
who tutor them and also helped to feed them, and get them looking 
incredible for performance, to their adult tutors, to the whānau who 
helped on the day, to Whaea Leanne who made their kakahu. 
 
The tamariki were exceptional and we are looking forward to the 
competition on Saturday 23 November. I highly recommend you pop 
that date into your calendars and come and watch the high calibre of 
performers we have at all our local schools. 
 
This coming Saturday 21 September is the dress rehearsal for our 
Pasifika group, for Fiafia Night on Thursday 26 September, which I’m 
sure will be just as exceptional. 
 
This week I am away at the New Zealand Principals Federation 
conference. This is an important time in education for me to stay 
connected with the wider educational community. This conference is a 
trans-tasman conference so also a great opportunity to connect with 
the educational landscape in Australia. 
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16 September  Samosa fundraiser orders close 
 

16-20 September  Te Wiki o te Reo Māori 
 

OVERALL TO DATE: 
 

LAST WEEK: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

Of the 11% of  
children absent,  
6.1% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

88% 
89% 
1.8% 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD 
 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

This week our Whakatauki o tēnei wiki/whakatauki of this 
week is; 
  

 Pai tūAke Ake Ake 
 A forever language 
  

 Kia kaha Te reo Māori 
 Te Wiki o te reo Māori 

24 September  Interschool Basketball 
 

24 September  Board of Trustees meeting 
 

25 September  Samosa fundraiser order pick up 
 

26 September  Fiafia Night 
 

27 September  Cle@R learning stories go home 
 

27 September  End of Term 3 

 

 

14 October   Start of Term 4 
 
 

17 October    Nest Consulting Parent Information   
     Evening 
 

18 October   New Classrooms Grand Opening  
 
 

22 October   Board of Trustees meeting 
 

24 October   New to Rutherford powhiri 
 

25 October   Staff only day (school closed to students) 
 

28 October    Labour Day (school closed) 
 

29 October   Yr 5/6 puberty talks 
 

1 November  Kōtuku Rerengātahi trip to St Margarets 
 

5-6 November  Individual and Class Photos 
 

15 November  Blue Light Disco 
 

23 November  Te Kahu o te Rehia kapa haka competition 
 

12 December  Whānau picnic 
 

19 December  Year 6 graduation 
 

20 December  End of term 4 
 

3 February 2025  Start of Term 1 2025 
 

Other events may be added as the term progresses. Hubs 
will send notices for upcoming events through the parent 
portal. 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

COMING UP NEXT TERM AT RUTHERFORD  

 

Fiafia Night 
 Thursday 26th September 

School Hall    6 - 8pm 

https://www.reomaori.co.nz/te-wiki-o-te-reo-maori-2024
mailto:office@rutherfordprimary.school.nz
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11 DECEMBER 2023 

OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY 

When children complete their Rutherford Way bucket 
or Tally chart with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a 
certificate and a reward for showing the Rutherford 
values of Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga, 
Turangawaewae and Ako. 

Congratulations to the following children  
this week who show us The Rutherford Way. 
 
• Jayden, Vito, Georgia and Natat 

• Winning classroom room 12 

• Student Leaders Aria and Ian 

Annual Survey 
Please take some time to complete the annual survey; 

2024 Annual Survey 

If you’d be willing to join a focus group to help us analyse the feedback from the 
annual survey, please email office@rutherfordprimary.school.nz letting us know  

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui 
Be Strong, be brave, be determined 
 
Noho ora mai 
Amanda Bennett 
Tumuaki/Principal 

WHAT’S ON TOP?  He aha kei runga?  

At Rutherford 
we show  
Manaakitanga 
 
We treat others 
with kindness. 
 
We use good 
positive 
language with 
each other. 
 
We remind 
each other to 
use positive 
language. 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD 

I tērā wiki - Last week 

Kapa Haka competition group dress rehearsal 
On Saturday we had the pleasure of the seeing the first performance of the 2024 
Rutherford Primary competition Kapa Haka group. There was standing room only 
in the school hall. The atmosphere was a buzz with a mix of excitement and a 
tinge of nerves. The hall fall quiet as the tamariki made their entrance, gracefully 
walking in with beautiful smiles and a huge sense of pride. From the first notes we 
knew this was going to be special. The tamariki shone brightly and looked 
fantastic.  
 
This opportunity would not have been possible without our tutors Matua Jeff, 
Whaea Tiana, Whaea Amanda, Hunter, Kauri, and Sione. Also thanks on the day 
to Ihaka, Micah, Nevaeh, Whaea Liece, Whaea Malissa, Whaea Jess, Ivana and 
Michelle. We also need to acknowledge Whaea Leanne who did a fantastic job of 
making our tamariki look ataahua/beautiful with the stunning kakahu she created 
for us. 

Interschool Speech Competition 
Huge congratulations to Lufilufi and Davin in 
Marangaranga for presenting their speeches at 
the inter school cluster speech competition. Not 
only was the content of the speeches interesting, 
they were beautifully presented. Lufilufi's topic 
was about kindness and Davin’s was based around 
the pro’s and con’s of social media. Great job 
Davin coming in third!! 

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Tui Rangi and Murphy Shi 

https://forms.gle/qVBSxZ3HQKWyEUYP8
mailto:office@rutherfordprimary.school.nz
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SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING 

Whaea Shaz, Whaea Shelly, Whaea Vikki and the Eco Warriors have been 
incredibly busy looking after our school environment and making our school 
look great. We are also fortunate to have Whaea Shaz who delivers a 
program to all our tamariki for half a day every term, where they get to 
learn in the ngahere/forest or our outdoor classroom. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for our tamairki to learn about their environment in a hands-on 
contextual way. Whaea Shaz has provided us with an update of the great 
things that have been happening; 
 
Learning in the ngahere 

• Each time a class comes into the ngahere we talk about 1. 
Hauora / looking after ourselves. 2. Manaakitanga/looking after others. 
3. Kaitiakitanga/looking after the taiao/environment. We then have a 
focus of learning, some jobs to do and free time to explore, discover 
and connect with the environment. 

 

• This year we have spent time learning about Rongoā Māori, Māori 
games with natural resources, caring for trees and all living things. We 
have planted, weeded, mulched, harvested, collected rubbish, dug out 
drains, cared for animals (with Whaea Shaz' dog coming in regularly), 
connected with the natural environment through play ('cooking', 
climbing trees, making huts, swings, bridges, instruments, and many 
other things!). 

 

• Next up - learning about banana swales/composting/seed 
propagation/continuing with learning about rongoā Māori. 

 
Eco-warriors have been: 

• Helping with setting up recycling systems at school 

• Being responsible for food waste / composting 

• Supporting with gardening/planting/weeding/mulching in the  
    ngahere/eco-corner 

• Making bird feeders 

• Learning about composting/banana swales 
 
Water harvesting 

• We are about to install a water harvesting system to water our 
gardens using 6 IBC containers connected together (harvesting water 
from the hall roof). 

 
Banana Swale for composting 

• We are about to set up a banana swale (composting system using 
banana trees) which we will be able to divert our food waste (and 
eventually some community food waste) so we can have a great supply 
of compost for our gardens/fruit trees etc. 

 
Greenhouse 

• We were donated a greenhouse which we will put up in the next 
few weeks for seed raising, tomato plants etc. 

Sugar cube contests are spreading around Rutherford Primary and 
making impressive records. What are the sugar cube contests? You 
might wonder, well you have to try and stack sugar cubes on top of 
each other making a tower with chopsticks in 30 seconds. Juniors 
can use tongs to make it a little easier. 

59 seniors, 38 juniors and 7 staff members participated. In total 96 
contestants participated in the contest. The seniors were the only 
ones to get 10 sugar cubes, which is really impressive because the 
tower would easily fall over.  

Rutherford kids are extremely talented making tall towers using 
chopsticks or tongs in 30 seconds. Some got 10 sugar cubes 
stacked, many got 4, but they participated in the event, which is 
fantastic. 
 

By Kenzu - Room 12.  

Our Sugar Cube Report  
Created by Sophia, Natat, Eli and Lilith  (Room 12) 
 
At Week 4 it was maths week. The whole school did a sugar cube 
stacking challenge. We had to see how many sugar cubes we could 
stack in 30 seconds. The juniors used tongs and the seniors used 
chopsticks. Here are the results of the sugar cube stacking 
challenge. 
 
Participation  
About one third of our senior school  participated in the sugar cube 
stacking competition. About one quarter of the  juniors participated 
in the sugar cube stacking competition. About one quarter of the 
staff participated in the sugar cube stacking competition.   
 
Based on the graph Whaea Jules provided us with…     

 
7 seniors, 5 juniors and 0 staff stacked 1 cube 

12 seniors, 6 juniors and 1 staff stacked 2 cubes       
       8 seniors, 7 juniors and 1 staff stacked 3 cubes  
12 seniors, 8 juniors and 0 staff stacked 4 cubes        
      8 senior, 8 juniors and 0 staff stacked 5 cubes     

  4  senior, 2 juniors and 2 staff stacked 6 cubes   
2 senior, 1 juniors and 0 staff stacked 7 cubes 
3 senior, 1 juniors and 0 staff stacked 8 cubes 
1 senior, 0 juniors and 0 staff stacked 9 cubes 

2 senior, 0 juniors and 0 staff stacked 10 cubes (go seniors) 
 

Personally we think that the seniors did the best. The seniors were 
the only ones who got 9 and 10 sugar cubes stacked. 

                                                                                                                          
The winners were Sophia from Room 7, Pippa from our class (Room 
12) and Kevin from Room 15.                                                
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Great job Mr A for stacking 6 cubes! 
 
Thank you very much for reading  
our sugar cube report. 

SUGAR CUBE REPORT 
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