
 KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU/GREETINGS FAMILIES 
 

Nau mai, haere mai ki wiki ono. Welcome to week 7 of term 3.  
 
Last week Kingi Tūheitia Pōtatau Te Wherowhero VII passed. His passing 
is significant to New Zealand. Tomorrow, Tuesday, Koka Rayleen, Whaea 
Tiana and Whaea Lee and I will be joining a group from Rutherford 
College and Te Poho o Hinekahukura to travel to Turangawaewae to pay 
our respects. 
 
Last weekend I had the privilege of attending the weekend practice of our 
Pasifika group. The children are working really hard and I am thoroughly 
looking forward to the Fiafia night on Thursday 26 September. This group 
is a wonderful example of our community coming together to support our 
children. I want to extend a very big thank you to everyone who is 
contributing to the tutoring of this group. It is truly a village around our 
children. 
 
Tomorrow one of our year 1 classes who have been working on a dance 
collaboration with Rutherford College will be performing in their junior 
showcase. This is very exciting for our learners. We hope to extend this 
next year. 
 
We have two big events coming up next weekend on our school calendar. 
Firstly we have the blessing of our new building. This is an important part 
of Rutherford kawa and will make it ready for our children to use. 
Anybody who would like to, is welcome to join us at 6am on Sunday 
morning. We have a grand opening and celebration scheduled Friday 18 
October. 
 
Secondly, we are hosting the Brick Show in our school hall on Sunday 
between 10am and 3pm. The cost is $5 per person or $20 per family. We 
hope to see you all there. 
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8 September  New building site blessing 
     Brick Show 

OVERALL TO DATE: 
 

LAST WEEK: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

Of the 11% of  
children absent,  
5.8% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

88% 
89% 
1.8% 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD 
 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

UPCOMING EVENTS - TERM 3 

This week our Whakatauki o tēnei wiki/whakatauki of this 
week is; 
  

 He rau ringa e oti ai  
 Many hands make light work  
 
This Whakatauki reminds us of the importance of working 
together and is also an acknowledgement of all those who are 
contributing. 

BRICK SHOW BAKE SALE 
Calling all bakers!  

Donations gratefully accepted for  
the brick show on Sunday! 

Please drop baking off at the bake sale stall by the hall on the day! 

 

11 September  Interschool Speech competition 
 

14 September  Kapa Haka competition group    
     dress rehearsal 
 

16 September  Samosa fundraiser orders close 
 

16-20 September  Te Wiki o te Reo Māori 
 

24 September  Interschool Basketball 
 

24 September  Board of Trustees meeting 
 

25 September  Samosa fundraiser order pick up 
 

26 September  Fiafia Night 
 

27 September  Cle@R learning stories go home 
 

27 September  End of Term 3 
 

14 October   Start of Term 4 
 

Week 1    Junior School Maritime Museum 
 

Week 1 and 2  Senior School Arataki trip 
 

17 October    Nest Consulting Parent Information   
     Evening 
 

18 October   New classrooms Grand Opening  
 
 

22 October   Board of Trustees meeting 
 

24 October   New to Rutherford powhiri 
 

25 October   Staff only day 
 

28 October    Labour Day 
 

15 November  Blue Light Disco 
 

23 November  Te Kahu o te Rehia kapa haka competition 
 

12 December  Whānau picnic 
 

19 December  Year 6 graduation 
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OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY 

When children complete their Rutherford Way bucket 
or Tally chart with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a 
certificate and a reward for showing the Rutherford 
values of manaakitanga, whanaungatanga, 
turangawaewae and ako. 

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Vilihia Vilikai, Kirin Zhang, Ryan and Ian Roni 

Congratulations to the following children  
this week who show us The Rutherford Way. 
 
• Evie, Eden, Zoe A, Zoe O, and Elias 

• Winning classroom room 1 

• Student Leaders Natat and Joshua 

2025 Planning 
This week as part of our 2025 planning we will be sending out our annual 
survey. We value your perspective and appreciate you taking the time to 
complete this. 
 
We are currently looking at introducing a tikanga focused class next year 
which would potentially be  open to any students. This class would follow 
the mainstream curriculum, but learning would be from a Te Ao Māori 
perspective. We are gathering expressions of interest to see if there is 
enough interest to start a pilot class. We will be sending out an 
expression of interest form today.  

 
Vandalism at school 
Lately we’ve had some low level vandalism where we’ve had intentional 
damage to the cages around our heat pump units. We’ve also been the 
target of the Te Atatū dirt bike rider several times. This is really 
frustrating as this individual is intentionally tearing up the ground around 
the building site where we are trying to grow new grass. We want our 
children to have their field back, but this delays this. If you happen to be 
in school and see anyone damaging our school please let me know. 
 

Surveillance 
We have just had surveillance cameras installed at three points in the 
school, the main court, the front entrance and the back entrance. We 
hope this will deter some of the vandalism we have been experiencing. 

 
Construction and Parking around school 
We want to thank the members of our community who through a 
coordinated approach, we have managed to make it safer for our 
children, by getting one of the nearby construction sites to engage in 
safer practices.  
 
We also need to ensure that as a school community we are doing the 
right thing and I again ask you to please be considerate when dropping 
children off in the morning and picking up in the afternoon and avoid 
pulling into the school driveway and driveways either side to drop off 
your children. Reversing out of driveways is very unsafe when children 
are walking to school.  
 
There are always duty teachers around and your children are well 
supervised walking a short distance to school if you drop them a bit 
further down the street where it is safer at the crossing. 

WHAT’S ON TOP?  He aha kei runga?  

At Rutherford we show Manaakitanga 
 

• We treat others with kindness 

• We look after our buildings and property at our school 

• We stay off the genced and roped area so 
we can look after our field and grass. 
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD 

I tērā wiki - Last week 

Pasifika group had a very successful practice on Saturday for 
the Fifia Night. About 34 children attended. Thank you to all 
the tutors for making time to work with our children to learn 
the Pasifika songs and actions. Thank you to Whaea Selesa for 
leading this.  

 

This is Ako at its 
finest! Loving the 
proud smiles on 
Mohammad and 

Calais’ faces as they graduate 
their Buzz programme. Ka rawe 
you two! Keep up the great 
work! 

https://fundraising.surti.co.nz/t/rutherford-primary-school  

Click on the link and order online and 
share with your friends and whanau 

Orders close 16 September 

LEGO RAFFLE 
Tickets are on sale and can be purchased from the office on 

Wednesday 3rd September and at the Brick Show on Sunday. 

Be in to win! Check out the prizes below! 
Raffles will be drawn at 2pm at the Brick Show on Sunday 

RAFFLE 1 
Viking Village 
RRP $229.99 

RAFFLE 2 
Star Wars  
R2-D2 
RRP $219.99 

RAFFLE 3 
Tuxedo Cat 
RRP $179.00 

https://fundraising.surti.co.nz/t/rutherford-primary-school
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Encourage your children to eat 
fruit with yummy stickers and 

bring the stickers to school. 



LATE TO SCHOOL 

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS 

 

 ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD 

It’s really important to get in touch with you in an 
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your 
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep 
our records up to date. 

SCHOOL ABSENCES 

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please 
choose one of the following options: 
 

• Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal 

• Phone 834 5467 and leave a message 

• Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942 
 

If the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be 
marked as truant.  

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME 

Please apply in writing to: 

principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz. 

Please also let your child’s teacher know.  

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s 
attendance for those days.  

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence. 

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless 
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.   

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child signed 
out before leaving the school grounds. 

Students who arrive after 8.50am MUST report to the 
school office to sign in. 

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has 
gone, they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to 
get in touch with parents. 

 

Helmets 
Make sure your child wears a 
helmet when riding their bike or scooter to school. 
Bikes and scooters must be walked across 
pedestrian crossings and in the school grounds. 
 
Road safety  
We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop 
off in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for 
our children.  
 
Parking 
Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the 
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short 
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot 
after school with your child/ren. 
 
The school carpark is for staff, visitors and 
contractors only.  
 
Late to pick up your child/ren 
Please phone the school office if you are stuck in 
traffic or are going to be late. We can arrange for 
your child to come to the library to wait for you. 
Siblings of Rutherford College students get picked 
up from the library.  
 
Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles 
Drop belongings into the office for your child and we 
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time. 
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the 
swimming pool. 

Sushi Ami   Mondays and Thursdays 

Subway   Wednesdays 

Pita Pit   Tuesdays and Fridays 

Menu items vary in price.  
Orders made online only. No cash sales. 
Orders close at 9am 
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IMPORTANT NOTICES 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to 
children’s progress and social connection with their friends. 
 
Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This 
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10 
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%. 
 
Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We 
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’ 
guidelines. 

ezlunch.co.nz 


