
 

KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE 
 

Malo e le lei,  
 
This week is Tongan language week. We have several tongan families in 
our school community. The Ministry for Pacific Peoples has provided 
resources to help us learn about Tonga. Included are these language cards 
which help us practice some everyday phrases. 

 
Nau mai, haere ki wiki ono. Welcome to week 6 of term 3, 2025.  

11 DECEMBER 2023 

18 August 2025 
18 Here-turi-kōkā 2025 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

26 August    Flag Football 
      Cluster Netball 
28 August    Fire & Ice Disco 
29 August     Daffodil Day 
4 September   Cluster Speeches 
8-12 September  Book Fair 
10 -11 September  Celebrate Learning parent   
      conferences 
15- 19 September   Te Wiki o te Reo Māori 
18 September   Celebrate Learning @ Rutherford 
      end of term assembly 
18 September   Last day of term 3 
19 September   Staff Only Day (Maths Professional 
      Learning Day) 
19 September   Ministry of Education Staff Only  
      Day 

 

6 October    Start of Term 4 
27 October   Labour Day holiday 
17 December   Last Day of Term 4 
3 February    First day of Term 1 2026 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big differ-
ence to children’s progress and social connection with 
their friends. Our aim is to have all children at school at 
least 90% of the time. This means that children will have 
no more than 5 days off school each 10 week term. 

SCHOOLWIDE LAST 
WEEK  ATTENDANCE: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

Of the 11% of  
children absent,  
6.8% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

89% 
 

2.4% 

ATTENDANCE 

21 August    Loud Shirt Day 
17-23 August   Tonga language week 

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Eva Lukupa 

LOST PROPERTY - Outside the office. 
Please name your child’s clothing  

LOUD SHIRT DAY 
Thursday 21 August 
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POETRY COMPETITION WINNERS 

Congratulations Zoe Allpress for 
winning the poetry competition! The 
children were asked to come up with a 
poem about a class pet. It could even 
be a crazy one. Congratulations also to 
finalists Sophie Matafeo and Sonia Lin. 

We want a pet! 
We asked our teacher to get a pet, 
Alarmed he said, “What pet would we get?” 
A fish, or a lizard, or maybe a frog, 
Not a snake, or a jellyfish, or a muddy hog. 
A bird? A dog? Or maybe a cute, cat? 
Just as long as it’s not a gigantic, ugly rat! 
We’d feed it, groom it, and exercise it too, 
We’d even deal with it’s stinky...poo! 
Please, oh please, let us get a class pet, 
We promise, we promise you will not regret! 

If we had a classroom pet 
If we had a classroom pet, 
What experiences we would get. 
Perhaps a little guinea pig, 
Or a rabbit with a jump that’s big. 
 

Maybe a turtle that’s slow and shy, 
Or maybe a parrot that can say Hi. 
A hamster running in it’s wheel, 
Or a fish that brings us happy feel. 
 

We’ll feed it every day, 
Watch it hop and play. 
We’ll write it a tale, 
And measure it with a scale 
 

It might run behind the teachers desk 
And wear her specs 
We’ll look all over, 
Just to find it under a book cover. 
 

When lessons feel long, 
It will help keep us strong, 
If we ever had a classroom pet, 
It’s a lesson we won’t forget. 

Henry 
My class has a pet pigeon 
His name is Henry 
Henry flies through the sky 
He flies up, up high 
Sometimes I can see him in the class 
Sometimes he even donks on the glass 
Henry is funny 
Henry is like a bunny 
He is black and fat and his tail is flat 
We love Henry. 

By Zoe Allpress 
Ruru B Yr 6 

By Sonia Lin 
Ruru B Yr 6 

By Sophie 
Matafeo 
Room 3 Yr 1 

SUCCESSFUL NETBALL SEASON 

And that’s a wrap for 2025! Rutherford has been well 
represented with 3 teams this year; Rutherford 
Ruaumoko (yr 6), Rutherford Kotuku (yr 5), and 
Rutherford Rebels (yr 3). Huge thank you to our coaches 
and managers; Matua Jeff, Whaea Lianna, Carley, Mia, 
Ingrid, Whaea Lee, Kirsty and 
Jenna. Your time, energy and 
dedication have made this 
season such a success. Thank 
you for your guidance, 
encouragement and 
inspiration. Thank you for 
your commitment, your 
support and for making this 
season one to remember! 
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IN THE RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL HALL 




