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Malo e le lei,

This week is Tongan language week. We have several tongan families in
our school community. The Ministry for Pacific Peoples has provided
resources to help us learn about Tonga. Included are these language cards
which help us practice some everyday phrases.

Lea Faka-Tonga ‘e ‘aonga kiata koe Useful / Everyday words

Common Phrases

N3O o Wias Graatings / Hello

Mald @ leles

Gragtings everyone
Alu 3 Goodbye - to those who are keaving
(only if it spphes)

Nofo 3

Goodbye - 1o those who are staying

DOdDye on the phone
Fakamolemole / Kataki Plaase
M3I0 ‘aupito Thank you very much
Fakamolemole Sorry
Tulou / Kataki fakamolemole Excuse me

Nau mai, haere ki wiki ono. Welcome to week 6 of term 3, 2025.

“Come to Our Book Fair
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You're invited!

[ Rutherford Primary School's Book Fairl
From the 8th-11th of Seplember.
Where: School Library

| We will be open to parents before and after school to view|
Pnd purchase books

LOUD SHIRT DAY

MSCHOLASTIC

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK

| ténei wiki - This Week

21 August
17-23 August

Loud Shirt Day
Tonga language week

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM

26 August Flag Football
Cluster Netball

28 August Fire & Ice Disco

29 August Daffodil Day

4 September Cluster Speeches

8-12 September Book Fair

10 -11 September Celebrate Learning parent
conferences

15- 19 September
18 September

Te Wiki o te Reo Maori

Celebrate Learning @ Rutherford
end of term assembly

Last day of term 3

Staff Only Day (Maths Professional
Learning Day)

Ministry of Education Staff Only

18 September
19 September

19 September

Day
IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR
6 October Start of Term 4
27 October Labour Day holiday
17 December Last Day of Term 4
3 February First day of Term 1 2026

LOST PROPERTY - Outside the office.
Please name your child’s clothing

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL
Eva Lukupa

ATTENDANCE

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big differ-
ence to children’s progress and social connection with
their friends. Our aim is to have all children at school at
least 90% of the time. This means that children will have
no more than 5 days off school each 10 week term.

SCHOOLWIDE LAST 89% Of the 11% of
WEEK ATTENDANCE: children absent,
LATE TO SCHOOL: 2.4% 6.8% of those were

absent due to illness.
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POETRY COMPETITION WINNERS

Congratulations  Zoe  Allpress  for
winning the poetry competition! The
children were asked to come up with a
poem about a class pet. It could even
be a crazy one. Congratulations also to
finalists Sophie Matafeo and Sonia Lin.

We want a pet!

We asked our teacher to get a pet,

Alarmed he said, “What pet would we get?”
A fish, or a lizard, or maybe a frog,

Not a snake, or a jellyfish, or a muddy hog.
A bird? A dog? Or maybe a cute, cat?

Just as long as it’s not a gigantic, ugly rat!
We'd feed it, groom it, and exercise it too,
We'd even deal with it’s stinky...poo!

Please, oh please, let us get a class pet,

We promise, we promise you will not regret!

If we had a classroom pet
If we had a classroom pet,

What experiences we would get.
Perhaps a little guinea pig,

Or a rabbit with a jump that’s big.

Maybe a turtle that’s slow and shy,
Or maybe a parrot that can say Hi.
A hamster running in it’s wheel,

Or a fish that brings us happy feel.

We'll feed it every day,
Watch it hop and play.
We'll write it a tale,

And measure it with a scale

It might run behind the teachers desk
And wear her specs

We’'ll look all over,

Just to find it under a book cover.

When lessons feel long,

It will help keep us strong,

If we ever had a classroom pet,
It’s a lesson we won't forget.

Henry

My class has a pet pigeon

His name is Henry

Henry flies through the sky

He flies up, up high

Sometimes | can see him in the class
Sometimes he even donks on the glass
Henry is funny

Henry is like a bunny

He is black and fat and his tail is flat
We love Henry.

By Zoe Allpress
Ruru B Yr 6

By Sonia Lin
Ruru B Yr 6

By Sophie
Matafeo
Room 3 Yr 1
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SUCCESSFUL NETBALL SEASON

And that’s a wrap for 2025! Rutherford has been well
represented with 3 teams this year; Rutherford
Ruaumoko (yr 6), Rutherford Kotuku (yr 5), and
Rutherford Rebels (yr 3). Huge thank you to our coaches
and managers; Matua Jeff, Whaea Lianna, Carley, Mia,
Ingrid, Whaea Lee, Kirsty and
Jenna. Your time, energy and
dedication have made this
season such a success. Thank
you for your guidance,
encouragement and
inspiration. Thank you for
your  commitment,  your
support and for making this
season one to remember!
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HURSDA 2¢ th‘ AUGUS
FIRE ERETIME

JUNIOR DISCO years1 -3 at5 - 6pm
SENIOR DISCO years 4 - 6 at 6 - 7pm

Bring some pocket n%o purchase goodies on the night!

$5.00 per family.- 2.00 per child

Note: Children will only be released to an adult at the end of the night,
so please arrange to have someone meet them at the hall by 7pm.

IN THE RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL HALL
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ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to
children’s progress and social connection with their friends.

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%.

Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’
guidelines.

SCHOOL ABSENCES

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please
choose one of the following options:

* Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal

* Phone 834 5467 and leave a message

o Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942

if the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be
marked as truant.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

Please apply in writing to:
principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz.

Please also let your child’s teacher know.

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s
attendance for those days.

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence.

LATE TO SCHOOL

school office to sign in.

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has gone,
they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to get in touch
with parents.

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child
signed out before leaving the school grounds.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS

I's really important to get in touch with you in an
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep our
records up to date.

ORDER school “.
lunches ONLINE
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Sushi Ami Mondays and Thursdays
Subway Wednesdays
Pita Pit Tuesdays and Fridays

Menu items vary in price.

Orders made online only. No cash sales.
Orders close at 9am

IMPORTANT NOTICES VedL
4,
Helmets u&

Make sure your child wears a helmet

when riding their bike or scooter to school. Bikes and
scooters must be walked across pedestrian crossings
and in the school grounds.

Road safety

We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop off
in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for our
children.

Parking

Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot after
school with your child/ren.

The school carpark is for staff, visitors and contractors
only.

Late to pick up your child/ren

Please phone the school office if you are stuck in traffic
or are going to be late. We can arrange for your child
to come to the library to wait for you. Siblings of
Rutherford College students get picked up from the
library.

Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles

Drop belongings into the office for your child and we
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time.
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the
swimming pool.




