
 

KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU/GREETINGS FAMILIES 
 

Mālō e lelei | Greetings,   
 
Nau mai, haere mai ki wiki rima. Welcome to week 5 of term 3.  
 
This week is Tongan language week. We have four students of Tongan descent or 
1% of our school population. There are some great resources on the Ministry for 
Pacific Peoples website to support this language week; https://www.mpp.govt.nz/
programmes/pacific-language-weeks/tonga-language-week/ 
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23 August   Sausage Sizzle 
 

21 August   Interschool Netball 

 

27 August   Board of Trustees meeting 
 

30 August - 27 September (Fridays) Year 3-6   
     Swimming at Swimsation 
 

4 September  New build completion celebration  
 
 

8 September  New building site blessing 
 
 

11 September  Interschool Speech competition 
 

14 September  Kapa Haka competition group  
     dress rehearsal 
 
 

16-20 September  Te Wiki o te Reo Māori 
 

24 September  Interschool Basketball 
 

24 September  Board of Trustees meeting 
 

27 September  Cle@R learning stories go home 
 

27 September  End of Term 3 
 

14 October  Start of Term 4 
 

15-17 October  Junior School Maritime Museum 
 

17 October   Nest Consulting Parent Information 
     Evening 
 

17 October  Yr 4-6 Arataki Bush Camp 
 

22 October  Board of Trustees meeting 
 

24 October  New to Rutherford powhiri 
 

25 October  Staff only day 
 

28 October   Labour Day 
 

20 December  Last day of Term 4 
 

Other events may be added as the term progresses. 
Hubs will send notices for upcoming events through 
the parent portal. 

OVERALL TO DATE: 
 

LAST WEEK: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

Of the 14% of  
children absent,  
8.3% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

88% 
86% 
1.5% 

Term 3   8 September  Brick Show 
 

All details for events will be advised. If you would like to 
help with fundraising please contact us at 
office@rutherfordprimary.school.nz.  

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD 
 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

UPCOMING EVENTS - TERM 3 

UPCOMING FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

Our planning for the 2025 school year is now well underway. Over the coming 
weeks, we will be sending home via email, several consultations to help with our 
planning for 2025. This will start today with our local curriculum consultation. This 
helps us to know what topics are important to you for your children to learn. We 
endeavour to take these views into account along with the views of our learners 
when we plan our concepts for the year. We value your feedback.  
 

Rutherford Primary Local Curriculum Consultation 2024 (google.com)  

This week our Whakatauki o tēnei wiki/whakatauki of this 
week is; 
  

 Ko ngā pae tawhiti whaia kia tata 
 Ko ngā pae tata whakamaua kia tina  
 The potential for tomorrow depends on what we do today 
 
This Whakatauki reminds us that everything we do every day is 
important. This is particularly true of our learning.  

Friday 23rd August - fundraising for Kōtuku Rerengatahi. Order 
forms have gone home or grab another form from the office. 

Sausages $2.50 

https://www.mpp.govt.nz/programmes/pacific-language-weeks/tonga-language-week/
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/programmes/pacific-language-weeks/tonga-language-week/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9FA_VOl3ejOFpPY7Jq1v6_KoltZ6v-0aA0HIaUttX9O54lw/viewform


 

11 DECEMBER 2023 

19 August 2024 
19 Here-turi-kōkā 2024 

11 DECEMBER 2023 

OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY 

Congratulations to the following children 
this week who show us The Rutherford Way. 

• Khobe, Audrey, Ada-Marie and Mila 

• Winning classroom rm 15 

• Student Leader Emma 

At Rutherford we show Whanaungatanga 
 We treat others with kindness. 
 We only say good and positive things about others.  
 We play sensibly with others. 

To celebrate National Maths Week, we organized a sugar cube stacking 
competition. This fun activity allowed us to create data while presenting a real 
challenge, especially for those not accustomed to using chopsticks. Interestingly, 
we discovered that sugar cubes are actually rectangular prisms, which turned out 
to be helpful information when building the tallest tower. 

A big thank you to everyone at Rutherford for participating, having fun, and 
contributing data for further analysis later this week. Congratulations to our 
winners: Pippa Clayton, Kevin Huang, Ezra Peake, Sofia Hang, Riana Dawe, Ian Chai, 
and our staff expert, Mr. A. A special shout-out to our overall school champions, 
Pippa and Kevin, who tied for first place with 10 sugar cubes each! 

NATIONAL MATHS WEEK - SUGAR CUBE STACKING CHALLENGE 

Congratulations Raadhik, Alba, Daniel, 
Nyla, Mishal and Eden 

Congratulations Amari, Aquilla, Sophia, 
Anahera, Ethan, Jacob, Bram and Liam 

Congratulations Cali, Alex, Anvi, Zoe,  
Evie, Tehnyson, Isaiah, Liam and Raadhik 
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ENVIRO LEARNING - WHAEA SHELLY 

During Enviro time with Whaea Shelly our year 6 students have been 
participating in tactical building to survive if they were to be stranded in the 
bush.  

The students were taught to hitch-knot, to hold the poles together and 
utilized the equipment that was provided to make the shelters within the 
environment. Look at their fantastic shelters! 

We had a great day in the ngahere last week planting out 5 new 
garden beds with veges, herbs, flowers, and a rongoā garden (Māori 
medicinal plants). We learnt about the used of some of the rongoā 
plants. We had a lot of enthusiastic helpers and had a very 
productive day. Thanks to the Eco-warriors for helping out with this 
planting. Huge thanks to Watts and Hughes for donating all the 
plants, soil and even made the garden beds. Watts and Hughes are 
awesome! 

This week we will be starting to build bird feeders the tamariki have 
been designing.  

ECO WARRIORS - NGAHERE PLANTING 



LATE TO SCHOOL 

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS 

 

 ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD 

It’s really important to get in touch with you in an 
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your 
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep 
our records up to date. 

SCHOOL ABSENCES 

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please 
choose one of the following options: 
 

• Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal 

• Phone 834 5467 and leave a message 

• Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942 
 

If the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be 
marked as truant.  

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME 

Please apply in writing to: 

principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz. 

Please also let your child’s teacher know.  

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s 
attendance for those days.  

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence. 

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless 
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.   

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child signed 
out before leaving the school grounds. 

Students who arrive after 8.50am MUST report to the 
school office to sign in. 

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has 
gone, they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to 
get in touch with parents. 

 

Helmets 
Make sure your child wears a 
helmet when riding their bike or scooter to school. 
Bikes and scooters must be walked across 
pedestrian crossings and in the school grounds. 
 
Road safety  
We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop 
off in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for 
our children.  
 
Parking 
Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the 
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short 
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot 
after school with your child/ren. 
 
The school carpark is for staff, visitors and 
contractors only.  
 
Late to pick up your child/ren 
Please phone the school office if you are stuck in 
traffic or are going to be late. We can arrange for 
your child to come to the library to wait for you. 
Siblings of Rutherford College students get picked 
up from the library.  
 
Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles 
Drop belongings into the office for your child and we 
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time. 
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the 
swimming pool. 

Sushi Ami   Mondays and Thursdays 

Subway   Wednesdays 

Pita Pit   Tuesdays and Fridays 

Menu items vary in price.  
Orders made online only. No cash sales. 
Orders close at 9am 
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IMPORTANT NOTICES 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to 
children’s progress and social connection with their friends. 
 
Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This 
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10 
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%. 
 
Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We 
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’ 
guidelines. 

ezlunch.co.nz 


