
 

KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE 
 

Kia orana kōtou kātoatoa 
 
This week is Cook Island language week. We have 5 families who identify 
as Cook Island Māori. This week is a good opportunity to learn some new 
phrases. Information on activities related to Cook Island language week 
can be found here; 
Ministry for Pacific Peoples Language Weeks 
You may also like to try some of these common phrases; 
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WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

13 August     Senior Kapa Haka to Ryman   
      Retirement Village 
14 & 15 August  Rewiti Noho Marae (Te Pā o Te  
      Kōtuku ) 
17-23 August   Tonga language week 
29 August     Daffodil Day 
4 September   Cluster Speeches 
8-12 September  Book Fair 
10 -11 September  Celebrate Learning parent   
      conferences 
15- 19 September   Te Wiki o te Reo Māori 
18 September   Celebrate Learning @ Rutherford 
      end of term assembly 
18 September   Last day of term 3 
19 September   Staff Only Day (Maths Professional 
      Learning Day) 
19 September   Ministry of Education Staff Only  
      Day 
 

6 October    Start of Term 4 
27 October   Labour Day holiday 
17 December   Last Day of Term 4 
3 February    First day of Term 1 2026 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big differ-
ence to children’s progress and social connection with 
their friends. Our aim is to have all children at school at 
least 90% of the time. This means that children will have 
no more than 5 days off school each 10 week term. 

SCHOOLWIDE LAST 
WEEK  ATTENDANCE: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

Of the 16% of  
children absent,  
10.2% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

84% 
 

2.5% 

ATTENDANCE 

3-9 August    Cook Island language week 
5 August    Te Pā o te Kōtuku to St Margarets. 
6 August    Fire Engine Visit (Ōwhanga, Manu 
      Iti and Te Pā o Te Kōtuku classes) 

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Yulia Olschok 

Our teachers have been looking closely at our mid year achievement data 
and using it to plan for the second half of the year. We are pleased with 
the progress that our students are making. In this newsletter we have 
shared a snapshot of the schoolwide progress. Later this term you will 
have the opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher to talk about your 
child’s progress. We encourage you to reach out to your child’s teacher 
any time if you have questions about their learning.  

https://www.mpp.govt.nz/programmes-and-funding/pacific-languages/pacific-language-weeks/cook-islands-maori-language-week/


 

WHATS ON TOP 
 

He aha kei runga?  
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We are currently looking at our newsletter reach and request that 
if you are reading this newsletter you complete the short three 
question survey to let us know which sectors of our school 
community our newsletter is reaching. Click here to let us know 
you have read the newsletter.  
 
This week we are excited to have the Fire Service coming to work 
with our tamariki/children to support our learning within the 
concept of fire this term. 

Board of Trustees Election 
The triennial election for the school board is underway. A call for 
nominations has gone out. Nominations close Wednesday 6 
August. If you are interested in standing for the board but want to 
know more, you can ask Amanda or any current board member; 
Fran Hooper, Gina Cotton, Roshan Allpress, Ingrid Papau. 
 
Parent Group 
We are putting out a further call for member of our community 
who may be interested in supporting our new families. 
 
We have had many new families start with this year, a lot of which 
are families new to New Zealand. We are looking to set up a group 
of parents who can support our new families to make connections, 
navigate the New Zealand school system and help them find out 
about what's available for them and their children in the 
community. If you would like to be part of this group, please email 
office@rutherfordprimary.school.nz and let Michelle know that 
you are keen to join the new family support group and she will put 
your name down and we can get in touch once we get the group 
up and running. 

At the last board meeting we presented the mid-year student 
achievement data. We are pleased with the way our students are 
tracking at this time of the year. We continue to see improved mid-
year achievement each year. Here is a snapshot of the mid-year 
achievement at Rutherford Primary. 

 

Last week some of our students started an Italian club on a Friday 
lunchtime where they are sharing their knowledge of Italian 
language and culture with their peers. It was a very successful first 
class with lots of fun activities. Next week we will share some 
photos and some further detail about what they were learning. 
 
Noho ora mai 
Amanda Bennett 
Tumuaki/Principal 

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING 

LEARNING HAPPENS EVERYWHERE 

https://forms.gle/pKCTQFLRFCE4Jv2P9
mailto:office@rutherfordprimary.school.nz
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When children complete their 

Rutherford Way bucket or Tally chart 

with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a 

certificate and a reward for showing 

the Rutherford values of 

Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga, 

Tūrangawaewae and Ako. 

Congratulations to our school 
value superstars! 

This weeks school value - AKO 

• We can choose good healthy food for our brains 
and bodies. 

• We teach ourselves to eat healthy at school and 
home 

• During ‘brainfood’ we have a piece of fruit or a 
vegetable. 

LOUD SHIRT DAY 

Student Leaders are organizing a Loud 
Shirt Day. Come to school in a bright 

coloured or pattern shirt. 
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IN THE RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL HALL 




