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WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK

Nau mai, haere ki wiki toru. Welcome to week 3 of term 3, 2025.

Last Friday, our year 1 learners celebrated 100 days at school with a
pyjama day and shared morning tea.

We are well underway planning for 2026 at the moment. If you
have a child starting school anytime next year or if you know of
friends or neighbours with a child starting school, please get in
touch so we can plan effectively for the coming year.

We have had many new families start with us this year, a lot of
which are families new to New Zealand. We are looking to set up a
group of parents who can support our new families to make
connections, navigate the New Zealand school system and help
them find out about what's available for them and their children in
the community. If you would like to be part of this group, please
email office@rutherfordprimary.school.nz and let Michelle know
that you are keen to join the new family support group and she will
put your name down and we can get in touch once we get the
group up and running.

He aha kei runga?

The triennial election for the school board is underway. A call for
nominations has gone out. Nominations close on Wednesday 6 August. If
you are interested in standing for the board but want to know more, you
can ask Amanda or any current board member; Fran Hooper, Gina Cotton,
Roshan Allpress, Ingrid Papau.

Vanuatu Language Week

This week is Vanuatu language week. You can find a list of events around
the country here;
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/programmes-and-funding/pacific-languages/
pacific-language-weeks/vanuatu-bislama-language-week/

Wishing everyone a fantastic week.

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui
Be Strong, be brave, be determined

Noho ora mai
Amanda Bennett
Tumuaki/Principal

Making Beeswax
Wraps with Whaea
Renee

WHATS ON TOP

27 July -2 August
29 July

27 July -2 August
29 July

3-9 August
5 August
13 August

17-23 August

29 August

4 September
8-12 September
10 -11 September

15- 19 September
18 September

18 September
19 September

19 September

6 October
27 October
17 December

ATTENDANCE

LATE TO SCHOOL:

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big differ-
| ence to children’s progress and social connection with
~ 5| their friends. Our aim is to have all children at school at
! least 90% of the time. This means that children will have
no more than 5 days off school each 10 week term.

SCHOOLWIDE LAST
WEEK ATTENDANCE:

| ténei wiki - This Week

Vanuatu Language week
Hearing and Vision screening
for select students

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM

Vanuatu Language week

Hearing and Vision screening for
select students

Cook Island language week

Te Pa o te Kotuku to St Margarets.
Senior Kapa Haka to Ryman
Retirement Village

Tonga language week

Daffodil Day

Cluster Speeches

Book Fair

Celebrate Learning parent
conferences

Te Wiki o te Reo Maori

Celebrate Learning @ Rutherford
end of term assembly

Last day of term 3

Staff Only Day (Maths Professional
Learning Day)

Ministry of Education Staff Only
Day

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR

Start of Term 4
Labour Day holiday
Last Day of Term 4

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL
Afia and Ali Hossen, Alisha Khamit

85% Of the 15% of
children absent,
3% 9% of those were

absent due to illness.



mailto:office@rutherfordprimary.school.nz
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/programmes-and-funding/pacific-languages/pacific-language-weeks/vanuatu-bislama-language-week/
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$71,000

SHADE SAIL
FUNDRAISING

$35,000

Shade for our
playgrounds

Please help support our fundraisers
for much needed shade over our
playgrounds!

Generous Donation and

SZ,SOO Pie and Savoury fundraiser

When children complete their
Rutherford Way bucket or Tally chart

with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a

I8

certificate and a reward for showing
the Rutherford of
Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga,

values

Tarangawaewae and Ako.

TR

Congratulations to our school
value superstars!

This weeks school value - MANAAKITANGA

e Use footpaths to go to the playground with the
field is closed.

e Walk in the classrooms

e Be careful running around corners.

Chinese Club!

At Rutherford we have many clubs and activities during breaktimes.
Talk to your child to see which club they like being part of..

Italian Club, Karaoke Club, Bollywood, Hot Wheels Club and more!

| Making Paper Dragons!
d
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ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to
children’s progress and social connection with their friends.

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%.

Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’
guidelines.

SCHOOL ABSENCES

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please
choose one of the following options:

* Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal

* Phone 834 5467 and leave a message

o Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942

if the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be
marked as truant.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

Please apply in writing to:
principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz.

Please also let your child’s teacher know.

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s
attendance for those days.

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence.

LATE TO SCHOOL

school office to sign in.

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has gone,
they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to get in touch
with parents.

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child
signed out before leaving the school grounds.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS

I's really important to get in touch with you in an
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep our
records up to date.

ORDER school “.
lunches ONLINE

.B dellyered
ey

Sushi Ami Mondays and Thursdays
Subway Wednesdays
Pita Pit Tuesdays and Fridays

Menu items vary in price.

Orders made online only. No cash sales.
Orders close at 9am

IMPORTANT NOTICES VedL
4,
Helmets u&

Make sure your child wears a helmet

when riding their bike or scooter to school. Bikes and
scooters must be walked across pedestrian crossings
and in the school grounds.

Road safety

We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop off
in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for our
children.

Parking

Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot after
school with your child/ren.

The school carpark is for staff, visitors and contractors
only.

Late to pick up your child/ren

Please phone the school office if you are stuck in traffic
or are going to be late. We can arrange for your child
to come to the library to wait for you. Siblings of
Rutherford College students get picked up from the
library.

Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles

Drop belongings into the office for your child and we
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time.
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the
swimming pool.




