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KIA ORA E TE WHANAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE

Nau mai, haere ki wiki rua. Welcome to week 2 of term 3, 2025. We had a
great first week back, despite some challenging weather. It is definitely
getting colder now. Please ensure your children have a warm layer with
them at school even if they don’t want to wear it right away, children do
not seem to feel the cold the same as adults.

Thank you to everyone who has been walking down to the crossing with
their children and helping to teach them good road safety skills. Thank you
also to those who are choosing good drop off spots. | know how tempting
it is to drop children at the gate when the weather is bad, but it does
cause a safety risk when cars have to go around you. You are better off
giving your children wet weather gear as they still have to walk in the rain
to their classrooms from where you drop them off.

Finally with the increase in wet weather, a reminder that children should
still come to school on wet days. Rain is not a good reason to miss school.

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD

| tera wiki - Last week

Powhiri for new whanau

We had to make a slight adjustment to our normal powhiri due to the
weather conditions, however our tamariki (children) who participated
made us proud once again. Thanks to our staff and families who made this
event special.

Life Education

We have had Life Education visit this week. Life Education supports
tamariki and schools with health and wellbeing education. We have looked
at why physical activity is good for you, the younger kids have looked at
the importance of a balanced diet and the older kids have learned how
foods are processed in the body. Thanks Harold for visiting RPS!
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WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK

21 July 2025
21 Hongongoi 2025
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| ténei wiki - This Week

14-22 July
22 July

Life Education
Board of Trustees Meeting

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM

27 July -2 August
29 July

3-9 August
5 August
13 August

17-23 August

29 August

29 August

4 September
8-12 September
10 -11 September

15- 19 September
18 September

18 September
19 September

19 September

6 October
27 October
17 December

Vanuatu Language week

Hearing and Vision screening for
select students

Cook Island language week

Te Pa o te Kotuku to St Margarets.
Senior Kapa Haka to Ryman
Retirement Village

Tonga language week

Daffodil Day

Fiafia Night

Cluster Speeches

Book Fair

Celebrate Learning parent
conferences

Te Wiki o te Reo Maori

Celebrate Learning @ Rutherford
end of term assembly

Last day of term 3

Staff Only Day (Maths Professional
Learning Day)

Ministry of Education Staff Only
Day

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR

Start of Term 4
Labour Day holiday
Last Day of Term 4

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL
Finn O’Neill and Soane Fonua

ATTENDANCE

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big differ-
ence to children’s progress and social connection with
their friends. Our aim is to have all children at school at
least 90% of the time. This means that children will have
no more than 5 days off school each 10 week term.

SCHOOLWIDE LAST 88% Of the 12% of
WEEK ATTENDANCE: children absent,
LATE TO SCHOOL: 3.1% 5.4% of those were

absent due to illness.
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$71,000

SHADE SAIL
FUNDRAISING

$35,000

Shade for our
playgrounds

Please help support our fundraisers
for much needed shade over our
playgrounds!

Generous Donation and

$2,500 Pie and Savoury fundraiser
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When children complete their
Rutherford Way bucket or Tally chart
with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a
certificate and a reward for showing
the Rutherford values of

Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga,

Tarangawaewae and Ako.

4
Congratulations to our school
value superstars!

This weeks school value - MANAAKITANGA

e Use footpaths to go to the playground with the
field is closed.

e Walk in the classrooms

e Be careful running around corners.
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SPORTS GEdR

Download extra sticker sheets at yummyfruit.co.nz




Rutherford
Primary
School

& S
‘@o’ @' ﬂ
R2yrerS %’4~qu»"‘ Wa

&
unah" AKO

ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to
children’s progress and social connection with their friends.

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%.

Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’
guidelines.

SCHOOL ABSENCES

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please
choose one of the following options:

* Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal

* Phone 834 5467 and leave a message

o Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942

if the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be
marked as truant.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

Please apply in writing to:
principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz.

Please also let your child’s teacher know.

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s
attendance for those days.

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence.

LATE TO SCHOOL

school office to sign in.

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has gone,
they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to get in touch
with parents.

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child
signed out before leaving the school grounds.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS

I's really important to get in touch with you in an
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep our
records up to date.

ORDER school “.
lunches ONLINE
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Sushi Ami Mondays and Thursdays
Subway Wednesdays
Pita Pit Tuesdays and Fridays

Menu items vary in price.

Orders made online only. No cash sales.
Orders close at 9am

IMPORTANT NOTICES VedL
4,
Helmets u&

Make sure your child wears a helmet

when riding their bike or scooter to school. Bikes and
scooters must be walked across pedestrian crossings
and in the school grounds.

Road safety

We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop off
in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for our
children.

Parking

Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot after
school with your child/ren.

The school carpark is for staff, visitors and contractors
only.

Late to pick up your child/ren

Please phone the school office if you are stuck in traffic
or are going to be late. We can arrange for your child
to come to the library to wait for you. Siblings of
Rutherford College students get picked up from the
library.

Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles

Drop belongings into the office for your child and we
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time.
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the
swimming pool.




