
 

KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE 
 

Nau mai, haere ki wiki rua. Welcome to week 2 of term 3, 2025. We had a 
great first week back, despite some challenging weather. It is definitely 
getting colder now. Please ensure your children have a warm layer with 
them at school even if they don’t want to wear it right away, children do 
not seem to feel the cold the same as adults. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has been walking down to the crossing with 
their children and helping to teach them good road safety skills. Thank you 
also to those who are choosing good drop off spots. I know how tempting 
it is to drop children at the gate when the weather is bad, but it does 
cause a safety risk when cars have to go around you. You are better off 
giving your children wet weather gear as they still have to walk in the rain 
to their classrooms from where you drop them off. 
 
Finally with the increase in wet weather, a reminder that children should 
still come to school on wet days. Rain is not a good reason to miss school. 
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WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

27 July -2 August   Vanuatu Language week 
29 July     Hearing and Vision screening for  
      select students 
3-9 August    Cook Island language week 
5 August    Te Pā o te Kōtuku to St Margarets. 
13 August     Senior Kapa Haka to Ryman   
      Retirement Village 
17-23 August   Tonga language week 
29 August     Daffodil Day 
29 August    Fiafia Night 
4 September   Cluster Speeches 
8-12 September  Book Fair 
10 -11 September  Celebrate Learning parent   
      conferences 
15- 19 September   Te Wiki o te Reo Māori 
18 September   Celebrate Learning @ Rutherford 
      end of term assembly 
18 September   Last day of term 3 
19 September   Staff Only Day (Maths Professional 
      Learning Day) 
19 September   Ministry of Education Staff Only  
      Day 

6 October    Start of Term 4 
27 October   Labour Day holiday 
17 December   Last Day of Term 4 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big differ-
ence to children’s progress and social connection with 
their friends. Our aim is to have all children at school at 
least 90% of the time. This means that children will have 
no more than 5 days off school each 10 week term. 

SCHOOLWIDE LAST 
WEEK  ATTENDANCE: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

Of the 12% of  
children absent,  
5.4% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

88% 
 

3.1% 

ATTENDANCE 

Pōwhiri for new whānau  
We had to make a slight adjustment to our normal pōwhiri due to the 
weather conditions, however our tamariki (children) who participated 
made us proud once again. Thanks to our staff and families who made this 
event special.  
 
Life Education 
We have had Life Education visit this week.  Life Education supports 
tamariki and schools with health and wellbeing education. We have looked 
at why physical activity is good for you, the younger kids have looked at 
the importance of a balanced diet and the older kids have learned how 
foods are processed in the body.  Thanks Harold for visiting RPS! 

14-22 July    Life Education 
22 July     Board of Trustees Meeting 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD 

I tērā wiki - Last week 

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Finn O’Neill and Soane Fonua 
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When children complete their 

Rutherford Way bucket or Tally chart 

with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a 

certificate and a reward for showing 

the Rutherford values of 

Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga, 

Tūrangawaewae and Ako. 

Congratulations to our school 
value superstars! 

This weeks school value - MANAAKITANGA 

• Use footpaths to go to the playground with the 
field is closed. 

• Walk in the classrooms 

• Be careful running around corners. 

$71,000 

$35,000 

SHADE SAIL 
FUNDRAISING 

$2,500 

Shade for our 
playgrounds 

Generous Donation and  
Pie and Savoury fundraiser 

Please help support our fundraisers 
for much needed shade over our 
playgrounds! 




