
 KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE 
 

Nau mai, haere ki wiki waru. Welcome to week 8 of term 2, 2025.  
 
Over these few weeks we will see many of our whānau engaging in 
Matariki celebrations. This week at school we are looking forward to our 
very first school community Matariki celebration where all our children 
and any whānau who are able to join us will share kai (food) together. I 
want to express a huge thank you to all our whānau (families) who 
contrinbuted kai (food) to our hāngi. This is truly in the spirit of Matariki. 
 
We are also taking 130 children to the community Matariki celebration at 
the Te Atatū community centre on Thursday. I know the children are 
looking forward to joining other schools in our community to acknowledge 
Matariki. 
 
A reminder there is no school on Friday due to the Matariki holiday and no 
school for tamariki (children) on Monday as the teachers will be engaging 
in professional learning with the Ministry of Education.  
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WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

24 June  Cluster Rippa Rugby for seniors 
25 June  Kuaka (Rooms 4, 5 & 6) at Stardome 
26 June  Celebrate learning at Rutherford end of  
    term values assembly 
27 June  End of term 2 

20 June  Matariki holiday 
23 June  Ministry of Education Staff Only Day   
    (School closed) 
27 June  End of Term 2 
 

14 July   Start of Term 3 
18 September End of Term 3 
19 September Ministry of Education Staff Only Day 
 

6 October  Start of Term 4 
27 October Labour Day holiday 
17 December Last Day of Term 4 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big differ-
ence to children’s progress and social connection with 
their friends. Our aim is to have all children at school at 
least 90% of the time. This means that children will have 
no more than 5 days off school each 10 week term. 

SCHOOLWIDE LAST 
WEEK  ATTENDANCE: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

Of the 12% of  
children absent,  
7.3% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

88% 
 

2.5% 

ATTENDANCE 

Road Safety 
I am pleading with you to model good road safety for our tamariki. We 
have an increasing number of parents and caregivers who are crossing the 
road with their children are standing on the side of the road watching 
them cross at the top of Kotuku Street. Last week we had two near misses 
where children have run in front of cars and we heard of a near miss 
where a child was hit by a car running across the road. Thankfully none of 
the children were hurt in any of these incidents. 
 
Our children follow our lead. When you cross the road not on crossings 
they think they can. They don’t see that you are judging how far away cars 
are. They are not able to judge the distance of cars. I realise that it seems 
convenient to park at the top of the street and run across to the school 
gate, but at what cost? The safety of our children is so important. 
 
Your children can walk down to the crossing and we will cross them safely 
and watch them walk to school. 
 
If you know of families who do this and they may not have read the 
newsletter, can you please share this with them. 
 
Toru Street drop off 
A reminder that the drop off zone at the back of the school is for taxi’s 
dropping off at the satellite unit. It is important that we keep this area 
clear for the taxis. Again there is plenty of room to drop your child off. 
They are able to walk the short distance to school, we will keep an eye on 
them. If you want to walk them in, find a carpark on the road and walk 
with them. 
 
Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui (Be strong, be brave, be determined) 
 
Noho ora mai 
Amanda Bennett 
Tumuaki/Principal 

18 June  Matariki community open afternoon 
19 June  Matariki community event - Te Atatū 
    community centre (Kapa Haka and  
    Pasifika) 
20 June  Matariki holiday (school closed) 
23 June  Staff Only Day (school closed) 

WHAT’S ON TOP?  He aha kei runga?  

Reminder - This Friday is 

Matariki holiday and the 

following Monday 23rd June 

is Ministry of Education Staff 

Only Day and school will be 

closed for students. 



 

FOCUS ON LEARNING 

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Aaron Zeray 

When children complete their 

Rutherford Way bucket or Tally chart 

with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a 

certificate and a reward for showing 

the Rutherford values of 

Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga, 

Tūrangawaewae and Ako. 
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On the 12th of June 16 our leaders attended Young Leadership Day 
organised by Kahui Ako.  
 
The programme was great! There were activities run by Rutherford 
College prefects. During these sessions our young leaders had the 
opportunity to lead, learn from others and strengthen their 
leadership skills. Our 16 students made us proud by showing our 
school values at all times.  
 
A huge thank you to Monica Dunford and Chantelle Villikai who 
came as parent helpers.  

OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD 

I tērā wiki - Last week 

Congratulations to our school 
value superstars! 

This weeks school value - MANAAKITANGA 

• We use our talking voices in the classroom 

• We use our indoor voices when we enter and 
leave the classroom 

• We use talking voices when outside a classroom 

Last week our staff engaged in learning with Te 
Kawerau ā Maki to understand one of the pūrākau 
(story) of our local rohe (area).  
 
Teachers explored different ways they can use stories 
to integrate our children’s learning across all curriculum 
areas.  
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Skids Matipo is taking you for an epic holiday adventure! Each day unlocks a new country, complete 
with themed games, hands-on activities, cultural discoveries, and exciting team challenges. 

We’re giving one lucky family a $1,000 Airbnb voucher to create your own unforgettable travel 
adventure! Each booking = 1 entry. The more you book, the more chances you have to win!   

*Competition T&Cs and exclusions apply.  The winner is chosen at random and notified within 10 
business days of competition closing.  

Check out our programme schedule below and Scan the barcode to book!" 

"EXPLORE THE WORLD THESE WINTER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS! 

COME TO THE OFFICE TO COLLECT 
YOUR STICKER SHEETS! 
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