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KIA ORA E TE WHANAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE

Nau mai, haere ki wiki waru. Welcome to week 8 of term 2, 2025.

Over these few weeks we will see many of our whanau engaging in
Matariki celebrations. This week at school we are looking forward to our
very first school community Matariki celebration where all our children
and any whanau who are able to join us will share kai (food) together. |
want to express a huge thank you to all our whanau (families) who
contrinbuted kai (food) to our hangi. This is truly in the spirit of Matariki.

We are also taking 130 children to the community Matariki celebration at
the Te Atati community centre on Thursday. | know the children are
looking forward to joining other schools in our community to acknowledge
Matariki.

A reminder there is no school on Friday due to the Matariki holiday and no
school for tamariki (children) on Monday as the teachers will be engaging
in professional learning with the Ministry of Education.

WHAT’S ON TOP? He aha kei runga?

Road Safety

| am pleading with you to model good road safety for our tamariki. We
have an increasing number of parents and caregivers who are crossing the
road with their children are standing on the side of the road watching
them cross at the top of Kotuku Street. Last week we had two near misses
where children have run in front of cars and we heard of a near miss
where a child was hit by a car running across the road. Thankfully none of
the children were hurt in any of these incidents.

Our children follow our lead. When you cross the road not on crossings
they think they can. They don’t see that you are judging how far away cars
are. They are not able to judge the distance of cars. | realise that it seems
convenient to park at the top of the street and run across to the school
gate, but at what cost? The safety of our children is so important.

Your children can walk down to the crossing and we will cross them safely
and watch them walk to school.

If you know of families who do this and they may not have read the
newsletter, can you please share this with them.

Toru Street drop off

A reminder that the drop off zone at the back of the school is for taxi’s
dropping off at the satellite unit. It is important that we keep this area
clear for the taxis. Again there is plenty of room to drop your child off.
They are able to walk the short distance to school, we will keep an eye on
them. If you want to walk them in, find a carpark on the road and walk
with them.

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui (Be strong, be brave, be determined)
Noho ora mai

Amanda Bennett
Tumuaki/Principal
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WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK

I ténei wiki - This Week

18 June Matariki community open afternoon

19 June Matariki community event - Te Atatd
community centre (Kapa Haka and
Pasifika)

20 June Matariki holiday (school closed)

23 June Staff Only Day (school closed)

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM

24 June Cluster Rippa Rugby for seniors

25 June Kuaka (Rooms 4, 5 & 6) at Stardome

26 June Celebrate learning at Rutherford end of
term values assembly

27 June End of term 2

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR

20 June Matariki holiday

23 June Ministry of Education Staff Only Day
(School closed)

27 June End of Term 2

14 July Start of Term 3

18 September End of Term 3
19 September Ministry of Education Staff Only Day

6 October Start of Term 4
27 October  Labour Day holiday
17 December Last Day of Term 4

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big differ-
ence to children’s progress and social connection with
their friends. Our aim is to have all children at school at
least 90% of the time. This means that children will have
no more than 5 days off school each 10 week term.

SCHOOLWIDELAST @807 Of the 12% of
WEEK ATTENDANCE: children absent,
2.5%

LATE TO SCHOOL: 7.3% of those were
absent due to illness.

Reminder - This Friday is
Matariki holiday and the
following Monday 23rd June
is Ministry of Education Staff
Only Day and school will be
closed for students.
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD
| tera wiki - Last week

On the 12th of June 16 our leaders attended Young Leadership Day
organised by Kahui Ako.

The programme was great! There were activities run by Rutherford
College prefects. During these sessions our young leaders had the
opportunity to lead, learn from others and strengthen their
leadership skills. Our 16 students made us proud by showing our
school values at all times.

A huge thank you to Monica Dunford and Chantelle Villikai who
came as parent helpers.

OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY

//f;“) When children  complete their

( \\\ Rutherford Way bucket or Tally chart
with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a

—\S certificate and a reward for showing
'/ the Rutherford values of
Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga,

Tarangawaewae and Ako.

Congratulations to our school
value superstars!

This weeks school value - MANAAKITANGA
e We use our talking voices in the classroom

e We use our indoor voices when we enter and
leave the classroom

e We use talking voices when outside a classroom

FOCUS ON LEARNING

Last week our staff engaged in learning with Te
Kawerau a Maki to understand one of the pirakau
(story) of our local rohe (area).

Teachers explored different ways they can use stories
to integrate our children’s learning across all curriculum
areas.

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL

Aaron Zeray
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Everyone is invited to attend!

WHANAU OPEN
DAY 2025

Wednesday 18 June

12.30pm - 3.00pm

Spend the afternoon with us, join us for hangi
and participate in learning.

Classes open from 12.30pm to 2.30pm

To celebrate Matariki Hangi timetable
we will be providing Owhanga - 12.30pm
a Hangi. Manu Iti - 1.00pm
Each hub will be Kuaka - 1.30pm

allocated a time to go Marangaranga & Te Pao
with whanau to eat te Kétuku - 2.00pm
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PRIZE - TUKUTUKU PANEL
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Te Pa o Te KOtuku tamariki have made ps(e),,‘ ,"’),}”'( 2!
beautiful Tukutuku Panels. 3 & 2 KAKARU ART PIECES
Tukutuku panels are a traditional Maori : \;
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panels that were once part of the
traditional wall construction used inside
meeting houses.

They will be on display in the school office.

20 TUKUTUKU PANELS TO BE WON!
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AMNARA NS

SELLTO FAMILY. FRIENDS
AND NEIGHBOURS.

FUNDRAISING FOR TE PA O TE KOTUKU NOHO MARAE
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"EXPLORE THE WORLD THESE WINTER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS!

Skids Matipo is taking you for an epic holiday adventure! Each day unlocks a new country, complete

Q
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with themed games, hands-on activities, cultural discoveries, and exciting team challenges.

We’re giving one lucky family a $1,000 Airbnb voucher to create your own unforgettable travel

adventure! Each booking = 1 entry. The more you book, the more chances you

*Competition T&Cs and exclusions apply. The winner is chosen at random and notified within 10

business days of competition closing.

Check out our programme schedule below and Scan the barcode to book!"
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63b Matco Rd, Te Atatu Peninsula
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READY SET EXPLORE PARTY IN THE USA

JAPAN JOURNEY
MAKE & TAKE oIy EXCURSION:MOVIE Fold ongams. rell your omwn sushi,
EXPLORER KITS Calobeate American creathity with anvd craft a peacefud Mini-Zen
Design  your Oown  eapiorer spons. boki 81, 8kl 8 COSMC garden. Then train like & ning and

take an the Kendama challenge in
& fun-Tiled caiebration of
Japanese culture!

passpart and gear up with your
handmade adventure W Tackle
a thnling globe challenge and
race through o wild obstack
course to become an offical HO
Explorer

movie acventura! Waich Efo,
Earth's unikeliest space
ambassador, then launch into alen
crafts, NASA-nsored games, ang
out-of-this-wartd fun!

ISLAND ESCAPE

Gt rasdy o hula! Leam Hawaiian
dance, then 5ot sall on a tropical
sland adventure—buid rafts. bake

LATIN FIESTA
MAKE & TAKE:
DECORATIVE MARACAS &
HAND DRUMS

ANTARTICA BLAST
EXCURSION: ICE SKATING
We're off 6n an icy ice-skatrg

have to win!

ANCIENT EGYPT

Decode a hieroglyphic nddia
and budd marshmaliow
pyramids as you step back in
time to explore the wanders of
Ancient Egypt with fun and
beain-boosling challenges

EUROPEAN EXPEDITION
Build casthes and launch
catapults, cook crépes, play
classic French games, and

16 June 2025
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ASIA AWAITS

Get ready for a magical joumey
through Asia—coreate charming
Hnamatsun dolls, pant vibrant
glua Datik, design your own
kimono selif-portrait. and
calebrate the wandars of Asia
Awaits Day'

FINAL FLIGHT
Celebeate your favourte
momants by creating scuvenir
keychans and

Gel ready % shake. dance. and octopus’ cupcakes, desgn tapa adverdure! Then back st HO showcase your artwork i @ e designing a u:wd memory book
create! Make your cwn maracas dots, and more! waddle theough penguin races, gallery inspired by Europa’s most flled with highlights from your
and mini drums, cesgn giant make a SNoWsAMm N a jar, and creative cutures! epic Holiday MG adverture!
Nazca Line art Finish the day with bulkd your own marshmaliow
salsa freeze dance, pifata wEDErg in & frozen day of fun!
. | smashing, and a tropical frat taste whip up gelcious French crépas
| 1estin a full-on fests of cofour and |
fun! L N J L VN 4
N A4 1F ey w) rete § AR yahendy wigtty triwry woi spply, Nure demies mom guve Wy fur UNCAN Su ey, vt e ads oo s fot wig ity ared evithorast. Covymttsse YRy mtry W ey of farvdam and
00 Pease otsure #5000 COmpion AR AWy QUOFnes. Cortact your Begranim X detaind (ROMreion FYOQIamaes LrChages and adrARes Ny AMDE CNECh Our weDie A Lodatee. Rpeca! Expenens
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Time to COLLECT Yummy stickors for our School'imd

SPORTS GEdR

sheets at yummyfruit.co.nz

¥ PP

d extra

COME TO THE OFFICE TO COLLECT
YOUR STICKER SHEETS!
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ALL PARENTS WELCOME
TO ATTEND FOR FREE

0

Jo Robertson is a highly respected speaker and edcator who
specialises in helping parents have confident, age-appropriate
conversations with their children

This is a powerful opportunity to strengthen the way we guide and
support our tamariki through a changing world.

We hope to see many of you there - it's one not to miss!
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ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to
children’s progress and social connection with their friends.

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%.

Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’
guidelines.

SCHOOL ABSENCES

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please
choose one of the following options:

* Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal

* Phone 834 5467 and leave a message

o Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942

if the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be
marked as truant.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

Please apply in writing to:
principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz.

Please also let your child’s teacher know.

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s
attendance for those days.

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence.

LATE TO SCHOOL

school office to sign in.

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has gone,
they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to get in touch
with parents.

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child
signed out before leaving the school grounds.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS

I's really important to get in touch with you in an
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep our
records up to date.

ORDER school “.
lunches ONLINE

.B dellyered
ey

Sushi Ami Mondays and Thursdays
Subway Wednesdays
Pita Pit Tuesdays and Fridays

Menu items vary in price.

Orders made online only. No cash sales.
Orders close at 9am

IMPORTANT NOTICES VedL
4,
Helmets u&

Make sure your child wears a helmet

when riding their bike or scooter to school. Bikes and
scooters must be walked across pedestrian crossings
and in the school grounds.

Road safety

We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop off
in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for our
children.

Parking

Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot after
school with your child/ren.

The school carpark is for staff, visitors and contractors
only.

Late to pick up your child/ren

Please phone the school office if you are stuck in traffic
or are going to be late. We can arrange for your child
to come to the library to wait for you. Siblings of
Rutherford College students get picked up from the
library.

Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles

Drop belongings into the office for your child and we
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time.
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the
swimming pool.




