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WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK

Talofa Lava/Greetings families

Welcome to week 6 of term 2, 2025. | hope everyone had an enjoyable
long weekend.

This week is Samoan language week. We have 20 children who identify as
Samoan, that is 6% of our school population. This week is a great time to
acknowledge these families as part of our school community and to
broaden our understanding of the Samoan language and culture.

Some phrases you can use are;

Gagana o aso uma Everyday phrases
~ Common Phrases

Talofa lava Greetings / Hello
Tofa Goodbya
Faamolemole Plesse
Fa'afetal Thank you
Malie / Fa'amalie atu / Fa'amalgla atu Sorry
Tulou Excuse me

Other resources can be found at the Ministry for Pacific peoples website;
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/programmes-and-funding/pacific-languages/
pacific-language-weeks/samoa-language-week/

We are in the process of planning for our Matariki open afternoon. We
hope that you will all be able to join us on Wednesday 18 June for hangi
and to join your children with their learning. | know our children are
always excited to share their learning with their parents.

FOCUS ON LEARNING

Numicon

Several of our teachers got to visit a Numicon ambassador school last
week to see Numicon in action. They have come back with some great
ideas which we are looking forward to implementing.

Wishing everyone a fantastic week.

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui
Be Strong, be brave, be determined

Noho ora mai
Amanda Bennett
Tumuaki/Principal

| ténei wiki - This Week

3 June Cluster Football for seniors
Te Pa o Te Kotuku trip to Go Bananas Preschool

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM

18 June Matariki community open afternoon

19 June Matariki community event - Te Atatd
community centre (Kapa Haka & Pasifika)

20 June Matariki holiday (school closed)

23 June Staff Only Day (school closed)

24 June Cluster Rippa Rugby for seniors

25 June Kuaka (Rooms 4, 5 & 6) at Stardome

26 June Celebrate learning at Rutherford end of
term values assembly

27 June End of term 2

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR

20 June Matariki holiday

23 June Ministry of Education Staff Only Day
(School closed)

27 June End of Term 2

14 July Start of Term 3

18 September End of Term 3

19 September Ministry of Education Staff Only Day
6 October Start of Term 4

27 October  Labour Day holiday

17 December Last Day of Term 4

Congratulations to our school
value superstars!

ATTENDANCE

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big differ-
ence to children’s progress and social connection with
their friends. Our aim is to have all children at school at
least 90% of the time. This means that children will have
no more than 5 days off school each 10 week term.

SCHOOLWIDE LAST 89% Of the 11% of
WEEK ATTENDANCE: children absent,
LATE TO SCHOOL: 2.3% 7.5% of those were

absent due to illness.
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ATTENDANCE AT RUTHERFORD

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big difference to
children’s progress and social connection with their friends.

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of the time. This
means that children will have no more than 5 days off school each 10
week term. You will be contacted if attendance slips beyond 90%.

Please remember to contact us if your child is going to be absent. We
need to code your child’s roll according to the Ministry of Educations’
guidelines.

SCHOOL ABSENCES

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason please
choose one of the following options:

* Notify an absence through the Etap Parent Portal

* Phone 834 5467 and leave a message

o Or text the school cellphone 022 324 3942

if the school is not informed of your child’s absence/s they will be
marked as truant.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

Please apply in writing to:
principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz.

Please also let your child’s teacher know.

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-code your child’s
attendance for those days.

These will be coded as an explained but unjustified absence.

LATE TO SCHOOL

school office to sign in.

Please make your child aware that if they arrive after the bell has gone,
they must report to the office to sign in avoiding the need to get in touch
with parents.

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds unless
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.

The teacher and office staff must be informed and the child
signed out before leaving the school grounds.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR DETAILS

I's really important to get in touch with you in an
emergency. Please let us know any changes to your
address, phone number or caregivers so we can keep our
records up to date.

ORDER school “.
lunches ONLINE
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Sushi Ami Mondays and Thursdays
Subway Wednesdays
Pita Pit Tuesdays and Fridays

Menu items vary in price.

Orders made online only. No cash sales.
Orders close at 9am

IMPORTANT NOTICES VedL
4,
Helmets u&

Make sure your child wears a helmet

when riding their bike or scooter to school. Bikes and
scooters must be walked across pedestrian crossings
and in the school grounds.

Road safety

We remind you not to stop on yellow lines or drop off
in driveways as this becomes a safety hazard for our
children.

Parking

Parents and caregivers are permitted to park at the
church on Old Te Atatu Road and walk the short
distance to school. Please arrange a meeting spot after
school with your child/ren.

The school carpark is for staff, visitors and contractors
only.

Late to pick up your child/ren

Please phone the school office if you are stuck in traffic
or are going to be late. We can arrange for your child
to come to the library to wait for you. Siblings of
Rutherford College students get picked up from the
library.

Dropping off lunches, hats, drink bottles

Drop belongings into the office for your child and we
will call for them to collect at an appropriate time.
Sometimes they may be in another class or in the
swimming pool.




