
 KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE 
 

Nau mai, haere ki wiki toru. Welcome to week 3 of term 2, 2025.  
 
Happy Mother’s Day for yesterday to all the significant women in our children’s 
lives. 
 
It is hard to believe we are already into week three of the term. This term is 
only nine weeks with several short weeks due to public holidays and a MInistry 
of Education staff only day. Despite this, we have a lot happening at 
Rutherford. 
 
Thank you to those who braved the weather and came to our curriculum 
information evening. This week we have our parent conferences. So we can 
work in partnership, it is important that every family comes along. We 
appreciate that coming out during these Winter months for 10 minutes is a big 
ask, but we also have tea, coffee and biscuits, information on the refreshed 
curriculum and support to sign up to the school app. We are sure you will find it 
worthwhile. If you haven’t booked a slot, please do this by 2.30pm Wednesday 
or Thursday. If you need support, contact Michelle and she will help you. 
 

This week Pacific language weeks kick off. This week is Rotuma language week. 
Noa’ia/Hello, Rotuma is a Polynesian volcanic Island located off the coast of Fiji. 
Although, we currently don’t have families that identify as being from Rotuma, 
it is a great opportunity to learn about one of our Pacific neighbours. Further 
information can be found here; 
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/programmes/pacific-language-weeks/rotuman-
language-week/ 

This week is Road Safety Week. Our road patrollers and school leaders will be 
out each morning acknowledging children and families who make good choices 
at drop off. We will be looking for children and parents who use the crossing to 
cross the road and we will be looking for families who drop off at either end of 
the street in the designated spots. We also remind our families that they are 
welcome to park at the Baptist church and walk the short distance to school. 

11 DECEMBER 2023 

12 May 2025 

12 Haratua 2025 

12-23 May  Keeping Ourselves Safe 
12-16 May  Road Safety Week 
14 & 15 May Parent Conferences 
16 May   Pink Shirt Day - Dress in PINK $Koha 
16 May   Puni Reo Māori netball tournament for  
    seniors 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

Celebrate Learning at Rutherford - Parent Conferences 
This week you have the opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher and talk 
about their learning. This conference is a chance to find out how your child is 
tracking this year, learn about what their learning focus is and find out what you 
can do to support them with their learning. We will also have information about 
the broader curriculum available in the staffroom, along with tea, coffee and 
biscuits. Please make sure you book in time by Wednesday 14th 2.30pm and 
Thursday 15th by 2.30pm. 
 

Road Safety Week 
This week is road safety week. Each morning and afternoon we will be out 
giving raffle tickets to children who cross the road at the right place and who 
show good road safety. All tickets will receive 2 Kia Tiki Ake Te Pai points and 
each ticket will go in the draw to win a spot prize.  
 

Families can also receive tickets to go in the draw to win a grocery voucher or a 
spot prize. 
 

Please help your children to learn about Road Safety by dropping them off 
safely at the top or bottom of the street or at the Baptist Church car park. (this 
means not using the school driveway or stopping outside the school on yellow 
lines). 

22 May   Auckland Basketball for seniors 
28 & 29 May  School Photos 
29 May   Cluster Football for seniors 
2 June   Kings Birthday (school closed) 
18 June  Matariki community open afternoon 
19 June  Matariki community event - Te Atatū  
    community centre (Kapa Haka & Pasifika) 
20 June  Matariki holiday (school closed) 
23 June  Staff Only Day (school closed) 
24 June  Cluster Rippa Rugby for seniors 
25 June  Kuaka (Rooms 4, 5 & 6) at Stardome 
26 June  Celebrate learning at Rutherford end of  
    term values assembly 
27 June  End of term 2 
 

28 April  Start of Term 2 
2 June   King's Birthday 
20 June  Matariki holiday 
23 June  Ministry of Education Staff Only Day   
    (School closed) 
27 June  End of Term 2 
 

14 July   Start of Term 3 
18 September End of Term 3 
19 September Ministry of Education Staff Only Day 
 

6 October  Start of Term 4 
27 October Labour Day holiday 
17 December Last Day of Term 4 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big differ-
ence to children’s progress and social connection with 
their friends. Our aim is to have all children at school at 
least 90% of the time. This means that children will have 
no more than 5 days off school each 10 week term. 

SCHOOLWIDE LAST 
WEEK  ATTENDANCE: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

Of the 9% of  
children absent,  
4% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

91% 
 

2.1% 

ATTENDANCE 

WHAT’S ON TOP?  He aha kei runga?  

https://www.mpp.govt.nz/programmes/pacific-language-weeks/rotuman-language-week/
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/programmes/pacific-language-weeks/rotuman-language-week/
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OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY 

 

When children complete their 

Rutherford Way bucket or Tally chart 

with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a 

certificate and a reward for showing 

the Rutherford values of 

Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga, 

Tūrangawaewae and Ako. 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD 

I tērā wiki - Last week 

Curriculum Information Evening 
Despite the weather, we had a good turn out at our curriculum 
information evening. Matua Paul and Matua Qdane shared what Health 
and Physical Education looked like at Rutherford and parents and children 
had an opportunity to have a go. Mrs Kumar shared an insight into 
Mathematics, including our structured Maths program, Numicon, and 
families had the chance to explore resources. Mrs Skudder and Miss Kai 
shared how we teach Literacy at Rutherford, including explaining our 
structured literacy program, Better Start Literacy. Families were also able 
to explore resources. Finally, Matua Jeff provided an insight into our Arts 
offering, Mahi Toi (Māori Arts). An overview of what tamariki (children) 
will be learning and how they learn was provided, along with an 
opportunity to have a go. 

 

Congratulations to our school value superstars! 
Thank you our wonderful student leaders, Whitney, 
Natat and Eevie. 

This weeks school value - MANAAKITANGA 
• We keep our classroom tidy 

• We pick up rubbish around our areas 

• We tidy up after ourselves 

Pink Shirt Day 2025 
Rutherford Primary 
School is joining the 
movement on Pink Shirt 
Day Friday 16 May 2025. 
Run by the Mental 
Health Foundation, Pink 
Shirt Day is the day 
Aotearoa New Zealand comes together to take a stand against bullying. 
In Aotearoa, bullying happens in the workplace, online, at kura or school, 
and in the community.  
Did you know that: 
• one in five workers feel bullied at work 
• Aotearoa has the third highest rate of school bullying out of 36 OECD 
countries 
• people who are bullied are far more likely to experience mental health 
issues. 
Pink Shirt Day works to reduce bullying by celebrating diversity in all its 
forms and supporting schools, workplaces and communities to be safe, 
supportive, welcoming and inclusive for everyone. By choosing compassion 
and standing up for each other, we can reduce bullying in Aotearoa and 
foster spaces where everyone feels they belong. 
 
We’ll also be fundraising to support Pink Shirt Day on Friday. Please dress 
in pink and bring a koha. 
 
Funds raised on Pink Shirt Day support the Mental Health Foundation’s 
initiatives that reduce bullying and its harmful effects. 
 
Kōrero Mai, Kōrero Atu, Mauri Tū, Mauri Ora – Speak up, Stand Together, 
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We have chosen to run a 
Go Raise It online Frozen 

Pies and Savouries 
Fundraiser. These 

products are simply 
delicious! Handmade pies 

that feel like home. 
Handmade with love, by 
people who love pies too, 

our pies and savouries 
come in a range of 
incredible flavours. 

By running our product 

sales campaign online, it 

makes it super easy for 

everyone - no more door 

knocking, your family 

can fundraise from home 

- no need to worry about 

handling all that cash 

and keeping track of 

orders. You simply sign 

up on the fundraising 

website, share the link 

with family and friends 

and they can arrange to 

collect their products 

from you at the end of 

the fundraiser. 

https://rutherfordschoolpies.raiseit.co.nz/   

https://rutherfordschoolpies.raiseit.co.nz/

