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WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK
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Nau mai, haere ki wiki rua. Welcome to week 2 of term 2, 2025.

This week is NZ Sign Language week. We have a few children at Rutherford
Primary who have a variety of supports with hearing. This week is a great
opportunity to learn more about NZ sign language which is one of the
official languages of New Zealand. You can find information and resources
here;https://nzsignlanguage.nz/

Last week we had a great first week back with lots of fantastic learning.
Our teachers continue to work really hard to ensure that our children get
really good learning. There has been a tremendous amount of change in
the New Zealand curriculum and teachers are working at pace to
understand these changes and implement them in classes.

Thursday this week we have a curriculum info evening to share what
learning looks like in Literacy (Reading and Writing), Numeracy (Maths),
Health & Physical Education and Mahi a Toi (Art) at Rutherford. There’s
also an opportunity to ensure you are connected to the school app so you
don’t miss important communication and to look around the school. A
timetable is attached to this newsletter. We hope to see you all there.

WHAT’S ON TOP? He aha kei runga?

Celebrate Learning at Rutherford - Parent Conferences

Coming up in week 4 is the first of two opportunities to meet with your
child’s teacher and talk about their learning. This first conference is a
chance to find out how your child is tracking this year, learn about what
their learning focus is and find out what you can do to support them with
their learning. Please make sure you book in time by ...

Road Safety

We have noticed a tremendous increase in parents crossing the road with
their children at places other than crossing points, often in front of
oncoming cars and stopping on yellow lines to drop children off. When you
cross the road in front of cars, you teach your children that it is ok to do
that. Children will walk out in front of cars without realising how close they
are. When you stop on yellow lines, you block up the street making
visibility hard for drivers. We are very concerned that a child is going to get
hurt. We ask you please to think about safety when dropping your child
off.

New Ministry of Education Parent Portal

You may have seen that there is a new website available to parents which
provides easy to understand information about the new curriculum and the
concepts you can expect your child to be learning at various year levels. It
also gives you some great ways you can support your child’s learning. In
addition, there are guides for getting children prepared to start school,
getting ready for parent interviews and a lot more. It is definitely worth a
look.

The whole website can be viewed here; Ministry of Education Parent
information portal To get information on year by year learning and things
you can do at home, Click Here
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8 May Curriculum Information Evening

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM

12-23 May Keeping Ourselves Safe

12-16 May Road Safety Week

14 & 15 May Parent Conferences

16 May Pink Shirt Day

16 May Puni Reo Maori netball tournament for
seniors

22 May Auckland Basketball for seniors

28 & 29 May School Photos

29 May Cluster Football for seniors

18 June Matariki community open afternoon

19 June Matariki community event - Te Atatd
community centre (Kapa Haka & Pasifika)

20 June Matariki holiday (school closed)

23 June Staff Only Day (school closed)

24 June Cluster Rippa Rugby for seniors

25 June Kuaka (Rooms 4, 5 & 6) at Stardome

26 June Celebrate learning at Rutherford end of
term values assembly

27 June End of term 2

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR

28 April Start of Term 2

2 June King's Birthday

20 June Matariki holiday

23 June Ministry of Education Staff Only Day
(School closed)

27 June End of Term 2

14 July Start of Term 3

18 September End of Term 3
19 September Ministry of Education Staff Only Day

6 October Start of Term 4
27 October  Labour Day holiday
17 December Last Day of Term 4

ATTENDANCE

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big differ-
ence to children’s progress and social connection with
their friends. Our aim is to have all children at school at
least 90% of the time. This means that children will have
no more than 5 days off school each 10 week term.

90%

SCHOOLWIDE LAST
WEEK OF TERM
ATTENDANCE:

LATE TO SCHOOL:

Of the 10% of
children absent,

5% of those were
absent due to illness.

2%



https://nzsignlanguage.nz/
https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/understand-your-childs-learning
https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/understand-your-childs-learning
https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/understand-your-childs-learning/new-zealand-curriculum-year-by-year-learning-guide
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OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY
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Powhiri for new children and families

Thank you to the families who joined us for our Powhiri on Thursday. It
was a wonderful as usual to welcome our new tamariki (children) and their
whanau (family). We also enjoyed the opportunity to show our community
the waiata (song) and haka we have been learning at whakatau ha (our
weekly assembly). Our tamariki (children) demonstrated a strong sense of
belonging (Tdrangawaewae) to our school community. A special
acknowledgement to Hunter and Tangiawha who did the whaikorero
(formal speech) on behalf of the school.

FOCUS ON LEARNING

Last week | was fortunate to read some great writing by two students in
room 6. An excerpt of their writing is included here;

Mireya
Excerpt
My job is being a detective, so | knew that | would be called to work on the
mission. A few hours later | got called for the mission. First | looked at the
place where they filmed the movie
to look for clues. | found nothing
except paw prints and some treats
called London Shys. | thought
maybe they might have some clues
at their place so | went there. |
couldn’t find anything except some
cracker packets ...

Zoe A

Excerpt

Ruff was a cool dog, but he was no
ordinary dog. He was a celebrity
dog from the famous show;
Paradise Island. Ruff had
everything he needed to have a great life. He relaxed at the beach most
days and got pampered and fussed about by lots of people. “Ruff you are
the cutest!” all of them would say. That was until he got kidnapped!! ....

VALUES IN ACTION.....AT SCHOOL

A huge thank you to our senior students from Ruru and Te Pa o te Kotuku
who showed manaakitanga to our manuhiri (visitors) during our powhiri
this term. They welcomed visitors to our school and looked after them at
the hakari (morning tea) after the formal welcome. We are very proud of
our tamariki (children), especially the way they can put our school values
into action.

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui
Be Strong, be brave, be determined

Noho ora mai
Amanda Bennett
Tumuaki/Principal

When children complete their
Rutherford Way bucket or Tally chart
with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a
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certificate and a reward for showing

the Rutherford
Manaakitanga,

values of
Whanaungatanga,
Tarangawaewae and Ako.

Congratulations to our school value superstars!
Neoma, Aaliyah, Isaac, Falaniko, Parehuia, and Siya.
Thank you our wonderful student leaders, Whitney,
Natat and Eevie.

THIS WEEKS SCHOOL VALUE - WHANAUNGATANGA

We keep our hands, feet and body to ourselves so others feel
safe.

We treat others with kindness so everyone can feel happy
and safe.

Being kind helps everyone have fun.

We stop right away when someone says stop—that’s how we
show kindness

Our senior student leaders held a sausage sizzle last
term. This fundraising was for seats under the trees for
our tamariki. They raised about $900. These leaders
displayed great leadership by teamwork, organisation
and following instructions. These leaders namely are
Samuel, Whitney, Aubrey, Lotta, Evie, Natat, Edith, and
Emma. (Teoge-absent). Thank you!




Rutherford Primary Curriculum Evening
Thursday 8" May 2025
4.00 -7.00pm

Purpose of the Curriculum Evening
To share what learning looks like at Rutherford Primary for 2025,
including changes to the curriculum — and how we can work in partnership
to support our tamariki at school and at home.

Our 4 workshops will
Health & Physical include sharing Mathematics

Education information, hands- Ashika Kumar
Paul O’Leary-Ryan on activities, and tips 4.40 -5.10pm

4.00 - 4.30pm to help at home. Location - thala Reoms
Location - School Hall
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11213 4(5/6/7/8/9/10

Mabhi toi ) Literacy

Matua Jeff - Reading & Writing
6.00 - 6.30pm Catherine Skudder

Location - Te Pae Tawhiti 5.20 - 5.50pm
Tea & Coffee Location - Moa Rooms

in the Staffroom




