
 KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE 
 

Nau mai, hoki mai ki wiki kotahi. Welcome to week 1 of term 2, 2025.  
 

Welcome back to the first week of term 2. I hope everyone managed to 
get out and about at some stage despite the wild weather. It was certainly 
a timely reminder that we are now fully in Autumn and heading into the 
wetter, colder months. Children are often not bothered by the rain, and 
need to be reminded to come in out of the rain, so please make sure your 
children have named changes of clothes and clothes appropriate for this 
often wet term. 
 

This term is a shorter 9 week term, but we still have a lot of great learning 
and activities planned. This week we have pōwhiri for our new to 
Rutherford tamariki and their whānau. Next week we are hosting a 
curriculum information evening where our curriculum leaders will share 
with you examples of the learning your children do at Rutherford. A 
schedule is included with this newsletter. 
 

Also this term we have Keeping Ourselves Safe, Road Safety Week, Parent 
conferences, school photos, King’s Birthday and Matariki. On Wednesday 
18 June we will have an open afternoon to celebrate Matariki together as 
a school community. On Monday 23 June school will be closed for one of 
the Ministry of Education professional learning days for staff. We tagged 
this on the other side of a public holiday so families can enjoy a long 
weekend if they wish. 

11 DECEMBER 2023 

28 April  2025 
 28 Paenga-whāwhā  2025 

1 May   Pōwhiri for new children and families  

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

Keeping Ourselves Safe 
This term we will be running the Keeping Ourselves Safe program as part of 
our Health lessons. This is an important program we run in conjunction 
with the New Zealand Police every two years. Lessons will be delivered by 
Paul O’Leary-Ryan during each class’s Health and PE lesson. Two lessons 
over the course of the term will be delivered by Constable Sarah. A notice 
will be sent out via the app giving further information and providing the 
answers to some frequently asked questions. If you have any further 
questions, contact Paul at paulr@rutherfordprimary.school.nz 

8 May    Curriculum Information Evening 
12-23 May  Keeping Ourselves Safe 
12-16 May  Road Safety Week 
14 & 15 May Parent Conferences 
16 May   Pink Shirt Day 
16 May   Puni Reo Māori netball tournament for  
    seniors 
22 May   Auckland Basketball for seniors 
28 & 29 May  School Photos 
29 May   Cluster Football for seniors 
18 June  Matariki community open afternoon 
19 June  Matariki community event - Te Atatū  
    community centre (Kapa Haka & Pasifika) 
20 June  Matariki holiday (school closed) 
23 June  Staff Only Day (school closed) 
24 June  Cluster Rippa Rugby for seniors 
25 June  Kuaka (Rooms 4, 5 & 6) at Stardome 
26 June  Celebrate learning at Rutherford end of  
    term values assembly 
27 June  End of term 2 

28 April  Start of Term 2 
2 June   King's Birthday 
20 June  Matariki holiday 
23 June  Ministry of Education Staff Only Day   
    (School closed) 
27 June  End of Term 2 
 

14 July   Start of Term 3 
18 September End of Term 3 
19 September Ministry of Education Staff Only Day 
 

6 October  Start of Term 4 
27 October Labour Day holiday 
17 December Last Day of Term 4 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big differ-
ence to children’s progress and social connection with 
their friends. Our aim is to have all children at school at 
least 90% of the time. This means that children will have 
no more than 5 days off school each 10 week term. 

SCHOOLWIDE LAST 
WEEK  OF TERM 
ATTENDANCE: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

Of the 13% of  
children absent,  
5.1% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

87% 
 

1.4% 

ATTENDANCE 

WHAT’S ON TOP?  He aha kei runga?  

FOCUS ON LEARNING 

On the first Monday of the term break our staff participated in professional 
learning with teachers from Edmonton Primary. Our facilitator Catherine 
Huxford gave us some great insight into things we can use the Numicon 
resource for to enhance our children’s learning in Mathematics. We also 
spent some time planning for term 2. Our teachers are feeling enthusiastic 
about the teaching of Maths. In week two this term we will share more 
about our Maths program at our curriculum information evening. Be sure 
to join us. 
 
Wishing everyone a fantastic term. 
 

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui 
Be Strong, be brave, be determined 
 

Noho ora mai 
Amanda Bennett 
Tumuaki/Principal 

mailto:paulr@rutherfordprimary.school.nz
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OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY 

 

When children complete their 

Rutherford Way bucket or Tally chart 

with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a 

certificate and a reward for showing 

the Rutherford values of 

Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga, 

Tūrangawaewae and Ako. 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD 

Tena koutou, last term we competed at the Ki o Rahi cluster tournament. 

We had a bye and watched Te Kōtuku team, and they tied with Matipo and 
tied again with Peninsula. They won against Flanshaw to get into the 
semifinals. They versed Te Pā o te Kōtuku and they lost. In the finals they 
played Matipo and won, Kōtuku came 3rd overall. 

By Tangiawha  

First, we had a bye, so we went to support Te Kōtuku and they had a draw 
with Matipo. Then we versed Tirimoana and we won 24-1. Our second 
game we versed Peninsula Primary, and we won 17-4 what a great game it 
was. We had a spectacular day because both teams placed in the top 
3.  Not only did we place in the top 3 but we played a traditional māori 
game.  

By Hunter 

Congratulations to our school value superstars! 
Ethan, Natat, Kyra, Eevie, Vito, Toetu, Caleb, Walter and 
Jacob. 

THIS WEEKS SCHOOL VALUE - WHANAUNGATANGA 
 

We keep our hands, feet and body to ourselves so others feel 
safe. 
We treat others with kindness so everyone can feel happy 
and safe. 
Being kind helps everyone have fun. 
We stop right away when someone says stop—that’s how we 
show kindness 




