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Kia ora e te whānau/Greetings families 
 
Nau mai, haere mai ki wiki iwa. Welcome to week 9 of term 1, 2025.  
 
We had a great week of trips out last week. Be sure to read on to see 
some of the adventures our tamariki got up to.  
 
On Saturday, I went to the Rutherford College Kapa Haka group dress 
rehearsal in preparation for Polyfest next week. It was wonderful to see so 
many former students in the group, and performing with pride. We wish 
them all the best for the competition next week.  
 
The fencing project is nearly completed. The temporary fencing has 
already come down. We thank you for your patience with this. This fencing 
will help to keep our children safe. All gates will be closed during the 
school day. On the weekends, pedestrian gates will remain open.  
 
Tomorrow, our student leaders have decided to make this day Wacky 
Wednesday, a dress up day when students and stuff can come dressed a 
little wacky. We figure it is a great way to add a bit of fun to the second to 
last week of the term. 
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31 March   Logo Mai - staffroom 
1 April    Cluster Softball 
2 April    Wacky Wednesday 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

FOCUS ON LEARNING 

Mitey 
We have been fortunate to have Kim from Mitey in school last week. She 
has been demonstrating lessons for our teachers to watch. Our children 
have enjoyed working with Kim and have done some great learning. 

7 April    Auckland Museum visiting Kuaka   
     classes 
9 April    Cluster Ki-o-Rahi 
10 April   End of term assembly 
11 April   Sausage Sizzle 
11 April   Last day of Term 1 
28 April    Start of Term 2 
 

2 June    King's Birthday 

20 June   Matariki holiday 

23 June   Ministry of Education Staff Only Day  
     (School closed) 

27 June   End of Term 2 

 

14 July    Start of Term 3 

18 September  End of Term 3 

19 September  Ministry of Education Staff Only Day 

 

6 October   Start of Term 4 

27 October  Labour Day holiday 

17 December  Last Day of Term 4 

 

Other events may be added as the term progresses. Hubs 
will send notices for upcoming events through the parent 
portal. 

LAST WEEK 
ATTENDANCE: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

Of the 8% of  
children absent,  
5.1% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

92% 
 

1.8% 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big 
difference to children’s progress and social connection 
with their friends. 
 

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of 
the time. 

ATTENDANCE 

VALUES IN ACTION OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL 

We are very proud of Sophie and her cubs and scouts group who did some 
great community service a couple of weekends ago, by cleaning up 
Henderson Creek. This is the rubbish they pulled out. We love it when our 
kids show our school values outside of school. Thanks Sophie. 



 

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Max Maai 
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OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY 

THIS WEEKS SCHOOL VALUE - MANAAKITANGA 
 

We use good and sensible words and 
language in and out of the classroom. 
 

We play sensibly in the sandpit. 
 

We only climb one particular tree that 
is marked for climbing. 

 

When children complete their 

Rutherford Way bucket or Tally chart 

with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a 

certificate and a reward for showing 

the Rutherford values of 

Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga, 

Tūrangawaewae and Ako. 

VALUES IN ACTION 

Values in action … at 
school 
Big shout out thank you 
to everyone who has 
contributed to the last 2 
working bees.  

Also these boys from 
Whaea Nat’s class were 
very proud to fill 150 
buckets of mulch for our 
garden. They worked 
soooo hard! 

Congratulations to our school value superstars! 
Isa, Deklyn, Amelia, Cassius and Charlotte 
Winning Classes, Ruru, Room 5, Moa A and Room 3 
Student leaders, Isaac and Liz. 

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui 
Be Strong, be brave, be determined 
 
Noho ora mai 
Amanda Bennett 
Tumuaki/Principal 

Another Student leader Project  
Student leaders organised Chinese lantern and 
Snake making. About 20 children participated.  
The leaders showed great whanaungatanga and 
manaakitanga while working with others.  
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ARATAKI TRIP - Ruru and Pekapeka Classes. We had an informative 

afternoon thanks to Anna and Tabatha from the council. They spoke to 

us about native plants, animals and insects local to the area. We learnt 

about the importance of the storm water ponds and how they are a 

step in the process of protecting out oceans. We have been invited 

next term to learn about trapping and tracking, weeding and cleaning 

up the local area. They will also keep us informed about any local 

planting sessions. The planting usually happens in the weekend, and 

anyone is welcome to come and lend a hand. 

BUTTERFLY CREEK TRIP - Owhanga 

hub went on an amazing trip to 

Butterfly Creek and learned a lot 

about the life cycle of a butterfly. 

KUAKA ZOO TRIP On 
Tuesday the 24th of 
March, Kuaka hub went 
to Auckland Zoo. In the 
morning we went over all 
the rules and then 
hopped into a big long bus. We learnt about our 
fascinating native animals. We saw a humongous, tired 
giraffe sitting down on the dry sand, eating leaves like a 
mad caterpillar. 

By Samuel and Evan (Room 4) 

SCHOOL TRIPS 


