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Kia ora e te whānau/Greetings families 
 
Nau mai, haere mai ki wiki waru. Welcome to week 8 of term 1, 2025.  
 
Last Friday I met with principals from all around New Zealand to share 
perspectives about what is happening in education in our respective 
regions. There was a lot of commonality across the country. I am really 
proud to say that our teachers at Rutherford, like many around the 
country, work very hard. Our teachers are doing an excellent job 
navigating which is the most significant educational change we have had in 
a long time.  
 
Also on top for me is our school communications. We have sent out a 
number of communications recently and have noticed that we have 
significant numbers of our families who are not connecting with the school 
app. This is our primary communication method and those not connected 
are missing out on important information. If you know someone who is 
not connected who may not have seen this newsletter, please tell them to 
get in touch with us at the office and we will help them to get connected. 

11 DECEMBER 2023 

25 March 2025 
25 Poutū-te-rangi 2025 

25 March   Kuaka Trip to Auckland ZOO 
27 March   Owhanga trip to Butterfly Creek 
28 March   Te Pa o Te Kotuku and Ruru trip to  
     Arataki 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

FOCUS ON LEARNING 

Maths Professional Learning 
Last week our staff engaged in professional learning with our new Maths 
resource Numicon. We enjoyed having the opportunity to observe a lesson 
in action with this resource and then trying it out in our classes. 

1 April    Cluster Softball 
7 April    Auckland Museum visiting Kuaka   
     classes 
9 April    Cluster Ki-o-Rahi 
10 April   End of term assembly 
11 April   Last day of Term 1 

28 April    Start of Term 2 
 

2 June    King's Birthday 

20 June   Matariki holiday 

23 June   Ministry of Education Staff Only Day  
     (School closed) 

27 June   End of Term 2 

 

14 July    Start of Term 3 

18 September  End of Term 3 

19 September  Ministry of Education Staff Only Day 

 

6 October   Start of Term 4 

27 October  Labour Day holiday 

17 December  Last Day of Term 4 

 

Other events may be added as the term progresses. Hubs 
will send notices for upcoming events through the parent 
portal. 

LAST WEEK 
ATTENDANCE: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

Of the 8% of  
children absent,  
5% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

92% 
 

1.9% 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big 
difference to children’s progress and social connection 
with their friends. 
 

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of 
the time. 

ATTENDANCE 

Learning happens everywhere 
At Rutherford, our children have lots of opportunities to display their 
creative side. Last week during break time, a group of our senior students 
used the large loose parts to make horses, which they then used to ride. 
Great imagination guys and creative thinking to make these creations. 



 

TO RUTHERFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Charlotte Glass 
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OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY 

THIS WEEKS SCHOOL VALUE - 
WHANAUNGATANGA 
 

We include others in our group work 
in class. 
 

We play safe games with our friends 
and others. 
 

We are kind and respectful when there are 
disagreements and ask for help if we need to. 

 

When children complete their 

Rutherford Way bucket or Tally chart 

with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a 

certificate and a reward for showing 

the Rutherford values of 

Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga, 

Tūrangawaewae and Ako. 

VALUES IN ACTION 

Values in action … at school 
Mrs Azam has been running a lunch time lantern making group for our 
students. Last week a group presented me with a lantern that they had 
made specially for me. The lantern incorporated my favourite colour, key 
symbols of our school, the kotuku, a waka along with some of the groups I 
help with at school. It was a creative and thoughtful taonga/gift which I 
will treasure. 

Congratulations to our school value superstars! 
Bernice, Victoria, Jermaine and Ruby 
Winning Classes, Room 1, Room 6, Ruru A and Huia C 
Student leaders, Natat, Rhenel and Isaac. 

If your child has shown the school values outside of school, please let 
us know so we can acknowledge them. 
 
Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui 
Be Strong, be brave, be determined 
 
Noho ora mai 
Amanda Bennett 

Our senior students teaching our juniors how to play 
chess at one of our playtime clubs in the library. 
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Feelings of a Volcano 
 

I felt like I was bubbling like a boiling pot about to 
explode the lid off, right up to the ceiling. I waited 
impatiently as I got warmer and warmer until I was 
steaming hot. My tummy was a rumbling train engine. I 
felt anxious and had to let it out! It was uncontrollable! 
 
Boom! My lava raged out of me like a wild furious lion's 
roar! My lava sprinkled out of me like a sprinkler with 
vibrant paint splattering everywhere. I was like a light 
festival. I hurled lava everywhere. I was raging like a 
toddler. 
 
I felt exhausted, huffing and puffing like I’d just Run a 
marathon. As my lava dripped away, my feelings 
faded  like a fast flowing river. I felt tired and drifted away 
back to sleep like a lazy cat. 
 
By: Georgia - Ruru 

Standing On A Glacier 
 
One early morning I found myself standing on a colossal 
glacier. 
 
As the cold wind pierced my little cheeks the glacier just 
kept getting taller, its jagged ridges rising like a 
slumbering dragon's spine.  
 
The wind sighed like an impatient beast. I felt so alive I 
could dance for an eternity. The ancient glaciers weren’t 
dead in fact they were shifting like the earth's bones. It 
tasted as if I was eating an ice block in a freezer.  
 
A flicker of warmth hit me against the endless chill. A 
lone flame in the frost. I felt Honored to listen to its 
silent song.  
 
By Pippa - Ruru 

The Volcano 
 By Evie 

 
I started to build up my frustration like building a tower of Lego.  I was 
getting very impatient. I felt my furious anger rumbling up inside me.  I 
felt nervous I could not hold it in much longer, I had to let it out! 
 
KA-BOOM!!!  Lava blurted out of me like a sea of waves. I was like a 
hot, steaming kettle about to boil.  I heard shrieks and screams of fear 
darting from all around.  A gigantic ball of lava flew into the air like a 
shot put about to plummet to the ground.  Slowly, but surely I was 
calming down. The lava wasn’t as furious, the fireballs weren’t as 
rough and eventually there was no sound at all. 
 
I felt exhausted.  A sigh of relief drifted through the air like a leaf in the 
wind.  I fell into a deep, deep slumber.  I calmed my body.  
 
Breathe in.   Breathe out.    Breathe in.   Breathe out. 
 

The End 

 


