
 KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU | GREETINGS EVERYONE 
 

Kia ora e te whānau/Greetings families 
 
Nau mai, haere mai ki wiki tekau. Welcome to week 10 of term 1, 2025.  
 
Welcome to the last week of term 1. I am very proud of the great term of 
learning we have had. Our teachers have been working really hard learning 
and implementing all the new curriculum aspects this term. Our children 
have been working hard on their learning. 
 
This week we are looking forward to our end of term values assembly on 
Thursday. We love the opportunity each term to celebrate our tamariki/
children. 
 
Last Saturday, the Rutherford College Kapa haka group performed at 
Polyfest. Congratulations to all the performers, but particularly to our 
former students. It was a pleasure to see how these young people have 
grown. We are very proud of you. 
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7 April    Auckland Museum visiting Kuaka   
     classes 
9 April    Cluster Ki-o-Rahi 
10 April   End of term assembly  
     Easter Raffle drawn 
11 April   Sausage Sizzle  
11 April   Last day of Term 1 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD THIS WEEK 

I tēnei wiki - This Week 

Cell phones and smart watches 
This term we have seen an increase in students wearing and using smart 
watches at school. A reminder that in April last year the Government 
banned cell phones for personal use for students at school. This ban 
includes smart watches.  
 

We understand that increasingly parents want to keep in touch with their 
children, however the most effective way to do this is to pass messages 
through the school office as we can ensure that children’s learning is not 
interrupted. We want to reassure you that children have access to the time 
in all classes and we can get messages to students throughout the day. 
 

Children are not allowed to have cellphones or smart watches on them at 
school. We encourage you to keep children’s devices at home, however if 
you want your child to have access to these types of devices for walking to 
and from school or coordinating after school activities, they will need to 
hand their devices into the school office during the day and will have it 
returned to them at the end of the day. 
 

Brain food explained and how you can support us 
Why we have brainfood 
At Rutherford Primary we have two break times a day, one at 11am and 
one at 1pm. We play first and then have something to eat at the end of 
these break times. This means at the end of our first break it is 11.30am 
when children have their morning tea. This is a long time since breakfast 
for many children, so in most of our classes we also have a snack at 10am.  
 
What is brainfood 
This snack is meant to give children a little something to keep going until 
morning tea time. Children have this small snack while continuing with 
their learning so it is not appropriate for it to be something packaged or 
something that takes a long time to eat. That food is for morning tea eating 
time when children have 10-15 minutes eating time. We suggest that 
children have a piece of fruit or cut up vegetables that they can easily get 
and take to their learning.  

28 April    Start of Term 2 
8 May    Powhiri for new whanau 
     Whanau Curriculum Evening 
12-16 May   Keeping Ourselves Safe 
     Road Safety week 
16 May    Pink Shirt Day 
2 June    King's Birthday 
20 June   Matariki holiday 
23 June   Ministry of Education Staff Only Day  
     (School closed) 
27 June   End of Term 2 
 

14 July    Start of Term 3 

18 September  End of Term 3 

19 September  Ministry of Education Staff Only Day 

 

6 October   Start of Term 4 

27 October  Labour Day holiday 

17 December  Last Day of Term 4 

 

Other events may be added as the term progresses. Hubs 
will send notices for upcoming events through the parent 
portal. 

LAST WEEK 
ATTENDANCE: 
 

LATE TO SCHOOL: 

Of the 11% of  
children absent,  
6.6% of those were 
absent due to illness.  

89% 
 

1.5% 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT RUTHERFORD LATER THIS TERM 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS YEAR 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big 
difference to children’s progress and social connection 
with their friends. 
 

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of 
the time. 

ATTENDANCE 

WHAT’S ON TOP?  He aha kei runga?  
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OUR VALUES, THE RUTHERFORD WAY 

THIS WEEKS SCHOOL VALUE - WHANAUNGATANGA 
 

We keep our hands, feet and body to 
ourselves so others feel safe. 
 
We treat others with kindness so 
everyone can feel happy and safe. 
 
Being kind helps everyone have fun. 
 
We stop right away when someone says stop-that’s 
how we show kindness. 

 

When children complete their 

Rutherford Way bucket or Tally chart 

with 25 stickers or ticks, they get a 

certificate and a reward for showing 

the Rutherford values of 

Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga, 

Tūrangawaewae and Ako. 

What do we need you to do 
Ideally a piece of fruit or cut up vegetables that children can take out of 
their lunchbox and take to their learning is ideal brain food. If you give 
children cut up fruit or vegetables that are not easy to hold, we ask that 
these  snacks be in a separate container to their lunchbox or a separate 
ziplock bag so they don’t have to bring their lunchbox to carry it.  When 
children bring their whole lunchbox, they often end up eating their morn-
ing tea or lunch and need to take time to put lunch boxes away, disrupting 
learning. Thank you for your support with this. 
 

School Fence 
Over the school holidays we will have the pedestrian gates of the new 
fence closed but not locked. You are more than welcome to still come and 
play at school. We ask that you please ensure that gates are left closed 
when you come. Children may need support to open gates if they want to 
come and play. 

Congratulations to our school value superstars! 
Nelle, Elijah, Rangatane, Sam and Alison. 
Winning Classes, Huia A, Room 3, Ruru B and Room 4 
Student leaders, Edith and Alex. 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT RUTHERFORD 

I tērā wiki - Last week 

Student Leaders organised a successful Wacky 
Wednesday last week. This was for fun. A lot of children 
and teachers dressed up. At lunch time student leaders 
organised “Wacky origami animals. About 30 children 
came to have fun!!! 

Cluster Softball Success! 

Last week, our tamariki took to the diamond at Neil Ave Park for the 
Cluster Softball tournament, proudly hosted by Matipo Primary. It was a 
fantastic day filled with action, excitement, and a whole lot of school spirit 
as teams from across our cluster came together to showcase their skills, 
teamwork, and sportsmanship. 

Rutherford was proudly represented in all three sections of the 
competition: Softball Competitive, T-Ball Competitive, and T-Ball 
Development. Each of our teams gave it their all, upholding our school 
values and representing Rutherford with pride and determination. 

A massive shout-out goes to Kevin – our superstar parent supporter – who 
not only coached all three teams in the lead-up to the big day, but also 
managed the Softball team and umpired multiple games! On top of that, 
Kevin generously shared his knowledge with whānau from across the 
cluster, helping to explain and clarify the rules. We’re so grateful for the 
time and energy our parent helpers bring – days like this simply wouldn’t 
be possible without you! 

Looking Ahead – Term 2 
Sports 

Next term, the excitement 
continues with Cluster 
Football and Rippa Rugby 
coming up for our Year 5 and 
6 students – Football will be in 
Week 5 and Rippa in Week 9. 

If you have a passion for 
either of these sports and are 
keen to lend a hand with 
coaching during one lunchtime a week, and support the team on the day 
of the event, we’d love to hear from you! 

Please chat with Michelle at the office or email Paul at 
paulr@rutherfordprimary.school.nz to let us know how you can help. 

mailto:paulr@rutherfordprimary.school.nz
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WHATS BEEN HAPPENING CONTINUED 

Logomai fanau hui 
Thank you to all the families who came to our Pasifika Logomai last 
week. We appreciate your contribution. We look forward to sharing 
performances with our community later this year.  

At the logomai we shared our desire to provide our students with some 
lunchtime activities during the various Pasifika language weeks this year. 
We will not be able to do that without your support. If you are able to 
run some break time activities in any of the following weeks, please 
reach out to Whaea Erana at eranaf@rutherfordprimary.school.nz to let 
her know how you can help.  

The Pasifika language weeks this year are; 

Hoops Club Holiday Programme is kicking off soon and we 
would love to have the kids attend.   
The Holiday Programme is the perfect way for kids to 
develop their skills, stay active, and have fun with top-
notch coaching. Whether they're beginners or looking to 
sharpen their game, our sessions cater to all skill levels.   
Below is the information to our Term 1 Holiday 
Programmes if you could please pass the info on to the 
families at your school please would be amazing.  
Holiday Programmes:  
Venue - Trusts Arena 
Ages -  5 - 14  
Date - APRIL 15th 22nd 23rd & 24th 
Time -9am - 3pm 
Cost - $40 per day 
Registration Link: https://membership.mygameday.app/
regoform.cgi?formID=118089&programID=73417 
Contact - Kane Keil 
Email: kane@auckland.basketball 
 
Venue - YMCA Massey 
Ages -  5 - 14 
Date - Wednesday 16th & Thursday 17th April 
Time - 12pm - 4pm 
Cost - $25 per day  
Registration Link: https://membership.mygameday.app/
regoform.cgi?formID=118088&programID=73416 
Contact - Kane Keil 
Email: kane@auckland.basketball 

HOOPS HOLIDAY CLUB 
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