
 

FROM OUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES               6 MARCH 2023 

Kia tiki ake te pai 

ACCENTUATING THE POSITIVE 

What’s coming up at Rutherford 
I tēnei wiki - This Week 
 

6 March - 17 March - Life Education visits for  
       All classes 
 

7 March -     Inter School Ultimate   
       Frisbee for year 5 & 6s 
 

8 March      Whole school athletics day  
       at Rutherford College 

Upcoming Events - Term 1 
 

23 March      Kāhui Ako Community  
        Picnic at TAI  
 
Wednesday 29 March Interschool Ki o Rahi   
        tournament for year 5 & 6s 
 

Tuesday 4 April   Interschool athletics for  
        year 5 & 6s 
 

Thursday 6 April   Last day of term 1 
 

Friday 7 April    Good Friday 
 

Monday 24 April   Staff Only Day 
 

Tuesday 25 April   ANZAC Day 
 

Upcoming Events - Term 2 

 

Wednesday 26 April - First day of Term 2 
 
26 to 28th April - Bigfoot Bike Skills (yrs 5/6) 
 

 
Attendance Matters 

Attending school every day unless sick makes a big 
difference to children’s progress and social connection 
with their friends.  
 

Our aim is to have all children at school at least 90% of 
the time. This means that children will have no more 
than 5 days off school each 10 week term 
 

Last week our school wide attendance was: 93% 

Kia ora to our Rutherford Whanau and Kaimahi, 
 

The board would like to extend a warm welcome to all of our 
families!  
 

The board held its first meeting on Tuesday 28th February, where 
we duly elected Ingrid to continue in her role as Board Presiding 
Member 
 

We also reviewed the Annual Plan and the school's learning targets 
for 2023.  
 

The annual plan sets out in detail how the school intends to meet 
the goals and objectives in its strategic plan. Our three main 
strategic goals are: 

• To embed consistently effective and cohesive teaching 
practices; 

• To grow teaching practices that are based on collaboration; and 

• To strengthen our sense of community 
 

The learning targets this year focus on lifting literacy in reading and 
writing, as well as improving school attendance. 
 

Amanda provided an update on the professional development 
(PLD) planned for our kaiako this year. This includes adapting 
teaching practices in response to the NZ Curriculum Refresh. This is 
the first big review of the curriculum since 2007. As a parent you 
may have noticed that the school year level groupings have 
changed this year. This is, in the most part, in preparation for how 
the learning progressions (currently known as 'levels') will be 
structured following this refresh. If you are interested in learning 
more about the curriculum refresh you can find further 
information here: https://curriculumrefresh.education.govt.nz/
whats-changing  
 

Amanda also gave us an update on the status of our building 
projects. The new MOE classroom building project is progressing 
well and getting closer to building consent lodgement. The plans 
for the Eco Corner are coming together and we now have some 
initial costings which will enable us to ascertain the level of grants 
and fundraising required to complete this project. In addition, the 
school has been assured funding to install more heat pumps into 
classrooms so that the old (coal-fired!) boiler can be 
decommissioned. 
 
 

If you have any questions or queries for the board, you can 
email: boardchair@rutherfordprimary.school.nz 
 

We hope that all our families are well after the recent flooding 
events, which have affected many in our community. We would 
also like to thank our staff for preparing the school and their 
classrooms for opening during a state of emergency - not what 
anyone was expecting! 
 

We wish all our tamariki a safe, engaging, rewarding and successful 
school year. 
 

Your Rutherford Primary School Board of Trustees: 
Amanda Bennett (Principal), Ingrid Papau (Presiding Member), Paul 
O'Leary-Ryan (Staff Trustee) Jeff Ruha, Roshan Allpress, Gina 
Cotton and  Fran Hooper (Parent Trustees)  

https://curriculumrefresh.education.govt.nz/whats-changing
https://curriculumrefresh.education.govt.nz/whats-changing
mailto:boardchair@rutherfordprimary.school.nz
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What’s been happening at Rutherford 
I tērā wiki - Last week 
 

• 28 February - Road Patrol refresher training  

Kia tiki ake te pai 

ACCENTUATING THE POSITIVE 

Whaea Amanda’s Win of the week 
• Back gate duty and connecting with new whānau and 

tamariki. 
 

• The opportunity to visit other schools and celebrate how 
great Rutherford is. 

FROM OUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

PB4L (Positive Behaviour  
4 Learning) Focus 
This week we introduce the value of Ako  
At Rutherford we describe Ako as working to 
our full potential, listening, supporting and 
teaching each other.  
 

We acknowledge behaviours we expect to see 
with caught being good tickets and use our values 
as a learning framework to talk about ways we can 
act differently when things are not going so well. 
 
This could look like; 

• giving new learning ‘a go’ 

• asking questions when I don’t know 

• sharing my ideas 

• understanding it’s ok to make a mistake 

• listening to others 
 
We talk to the children about; 

• asking for help when needed 

• making mistakes in learning 

• listening and sharing ideas with others 

• tautoko/supporting others 

Kia ora e te whānau, Greetings families  
 
Welcome to week 6 of the term. The term is certainly flying by. 
We have a busy week this week, with Life Education starting up, 
school athletics and a cluster sports event. For those new to the 
school, we hold our school athletics day at Rutherford college. 
Parents are very welcome to come join us on the day. We hold 
the day on the Rutherford College field. 
 

What’s on Top?    He aha kei runga?  
 
NZEI Negotiations 
You have probably seen in the media that teachers are currently 
voting on whether to take industrial action with regard to the 
contract negotiations. We will not know the result of this vote 
until Friday. We will advise you as soon as we can if the school will 
be closed on Thursday 16 March for this action.  
 
Community Picnic 
The Te Atatū Kāhui Ako (Community of learning schools) are 
arranging the first ever combined whānau picnic on Thursday 23 
March from 4pm to 6pm. This community gathering will be held 
at Te Atatū Intermediate.  
 
There is something for everyone and it is an opportunity for our 
combined school communities to come together. If you can spare 
a couple of hours come and join us. 
 
 

 
 

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui 
Be Strong, be brave, be patient 
 
 

Noho ora mai 
Amanda Bennett 
Tumuaki/Principal 

 Congratulations to Tommy (Room 17), Cali (Room 22),  
Khaliyah (Room 12) and Ava (room 21) 

CAUGHT BEING GOOD! 

Bring your picnic and come and enjoy our stalls, 

games, Old McDonalds Farm, bouncy castles, kapa 

haka and so much more! 



Helmets 
Make sure you wear your helmet 
when riding your bike or scooter to 
school. Bikes and scooters must be 
walked across pedestrian crossings 
and in the school grounds. 
 

Road safety  
We remind you not to stop on 
yellow lines or drop off in 
driveways as this becomes a 
safety hazard for our children.  
 

Please remember that you are 
able to park at the church on 
Old Te Atatu Road and walk the 
short distance to school. In the 
afternoon children can be 
supported to walk to the church 
on the walking school bus and 
meet you there. 
 

Walking School Bus 
The walking school bus will be operating every afternoon 
this term. 
Staff support children to walk to the church located on 
Old Te Atatū Road. There is plenty of parking in the 
church carpark which our families are welcome to use. 
Families can meet their children at the church to avoid 
congestion at the school gate. 
The walking school bus children are called from class at 
2.45pm and will begin walking to the church just before 
the end of school day bell goes. We will arrive at the 
church just after 2.50pm. Please be at the church ready 
to collect your children. 
 
Only children who are booked in will be included on the 
walking school bus. 
 
If you would like to book your child onto the bus, please  
call the school office on 834-5467 to make your booking 
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Change of Address 
Or Details? 
Please let us know so we 
can keep our records up 
to date. 

 

 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 
Sushi and Chicken on Rice are $6 

Subway 6 inch is $6 and mini sub is $4.50 

MONDAY    SUSHI & BENTO 
6 pieces sushi - tuna, chicken or mixed.  
Or teriyaki chicken on rice. 
 

TUESDAY    CHICKEN ON RICE  
Peninsula Kitchen, chicken on rice - choice of 
sauce - bbq, tomato, hummas, mayo or none. 
 

WEDNESDAY   SUBWAY  
Mini sub $4.50 - 6 Inch sub $6.00 
Cookies $1 each. 
 

THURSDAY    SUSHI AMI  
6 pieces sushi - tuna, chicken, salmon or mixed. 
Or teriyaki chicken on rice. 
 

FRIDAY     SUSHI & BENTO  
6 pieces sushi - tuna, chicken or mixed.  
Or teriyaki chicken on rice. 

 LATE TO SCHOOL 

 

Students who arrive after 8.50am MUST 

report to the school office to sign in. 

Please make your child aware that if they arrive 

after the bell has gone, they must report to the 

office to sign in avoiding the need to get in 

touch with parents. 

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY 

 

Children are not permitted to leave the 

school grounds unless accompanied by 

a parent/caregiver.   
 

The teacher and office staff must be informed 

and the child signed out before leaving the 

school grounds. 
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Please help us plan. If you have a child turning 5 or 
know of a family that has a child turning 5 and is 
living in our school zone, please enrol now. If you 
need more information contact Diane by email: 
dianea@rutherfordprimary.school.nz.  

Enrolment information is also available on our 
website. 

 SCHOOL ABSENCES 

If your child is going to be absent 
from school please: 

Phone 834 5467   
then press 1 to record your message and the 

reason for the absence. 

Or Text 022 324 3942 

If the school is not informed of your child’s 
absence/s they will be marked as truant.  

Please do not contact your child’s teacher 
through seesaw or email, they will be teaching 

and may not see your messages. 

HOLIDAYS DURING 
SCHOOL TERM TIME 

Please apply in writing to 
principal@rutherfordprimary.school.nz. 

Please also let your child’s teacher know.  

Include the dates you will be absent. We will pre-
code your child’s attendance for those days.  

These will be coded as an explained but 
unjustified absence. 

DRUM LESSONS AT 
RUTHERFORD 

 

Drumming has been shown to have multiple 
benefits including: 
• Coordination of all four limbs which activates 

both sides of the brain simultaneously. 

• Physical stimulation releases endorphins and 
encourages the release of negative emotions. 

• Helps to develop both confidence and 
mindfulness. 

• Lessons will occur once per week on 
Wednesdays during school hours.  

 

Please contact Dylan Symonds on: 
dylansymonds1@gmail.com  
or phone 0211 487 145.  

PARKING 

The school carpark is for staff, 
visitors and contractors only. 

 

We are permitted to park at the 
Baptist Church on Old Te Atatu 

Road. 
  

Please park safely in and around 
our school. 


